EDENTON  - CHOWAN 
RECREATION  REPORT 


m Caro^^^a  3]ate 
Palei 


/\/A3  / 

ii:C55/f 

t.Z 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2016 


https://archive.org/details/edentonchowancou1977nort 


t Dj'f'ecto 


EDENTON  - CHOWAN  RECRE^^N  REPORT 

)wan  County,  Nort|i^ Carol f 


for  the  Town  of  Edenton  and 


Dr.  Allen  Hornthal 
Robbie  Boyce 
Jim  Darnell 
Cecil  Fry 
Percy  Nixon 


EDENTON  - CHOWAN  RECREMfON  ADVISORY.dC 


rman  D.  Peele 

Ruth^?i|:jH  efprd 
"6pr|i\l 
BiTT  Miefkoller 


W.  Michael  Johnson,  Recreation  Depart 


CHOWAN  COUNTY  BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS 

C.  A.  Phillips,  Chairman 
Lester  Copeland 
Alton  Elmore 
N.  J.  George 
J.  D.  Peele 
Dallas  Jethro,  County  Coordinator 


W.B, 


ON  TOWN  COUNCIL 

^y  Harrell,  Mayor 
mes  C.  Dail 
^'prrol  Flynn 
Harrell 

^"“^mlen  Hornthal 
W.H.  Hollowell , Jr 
Harry  Spruill 

Gardner,  Town  Administrator 


4 


TECHNICAL  ASSISTANCE-  FROM  THE  STATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA,  DEPARTMENT  OF 


NATURAL  AND  ECONOMIC  RESOURCES 


/ 


steward  Lee,  Secretary 


J 


DIVIS-ION  OF'^^piNTtY  ASSISTANCE 
Billy  Ray^-T^l,  |)i rector 


% 


LOCAL  PLANNfNS:lllD' MANAGEMENT  SERVICES  SECTION 
Lenwood  Long,  Chief 

* 

■SlF% 


/ 


. y ^ 


June,  T977 


\ 


NORTHEASTERN  FIELD 
Thomas  B.  Richter, 

Jud  Little,  Communi, 
Planner 


1^- 


Planner 

velopment 


I'* 


hfj  ■ '-. 

. F ] 

«A* 

!■;  ■;•  \ t 

uiK  noan.'i:^ : t^u*^  odj  -lo* 

»?IVU<i  »:^-J?<;2(  C*/^.r  wnK3'lb?jf!,fc- J 

li 


^ 'if 

f ♦ ^ 


■ ^ tfl 

;* , .V 


4 **^**^^!||^ 


y^-  ■:■  y ij 


r .'■ 

//  {,? 

tt  • 

f*-  i 


' ^ \1L 


-■--  i<iH 


■ 7‘*^«'^«0  ffi-t ' 

’V*’^>no5? 

fl4*ir  ;Y?^^'‘^ 


'^•■-  'fe'"  i.'i 

*''-•  si’  -V  ■'  '"*■  ■ 


’ HIL 

rr  ■ ./'•^'l  }3P  I : ::>.;  Ik 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


PAGE  NO „ 

INTRODUCTION  I 

SUMMARY  4 

INVENTORY  OF  RECREATION  FACILITIES  AND  PROGRAMS 

FACILITIES  8 

PROGRAMS  17 

DEMAND  AND  NEED  FOR  RECREATION  22 

STANDARDS  24 

SURVEY  RESULTS  34 

SOCIOECONOMIC  CHARACTERISTICS  AND  TRENDS  56 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

FACILITIES  RECOMMENDATIONS  60 

PROGRAM  AND  POLICY  RECOMMENDATIONS  68 


I 


INTRODUCTION 


People  take  their  fun  seriously „ They  are  willing  to  spend  money  on  it, 
travel  to  it,  and  even  practice  playing  better.  They  will  talk  about  it  and 
think  about  it  when  they  are  not  doing  it.  They  form  groups,  clubs,  and 
organizations  to  provide  facilities  and  activities.  Some  form  of  recreation, 
or  activity  done  purely  for  enjoyment,  is  important  to  almost  everyone. 

The  interest  in  recreation  has  been  increasing  for  a number  of  reasons. 

Over  the  past  several  decades,  the  non- farm  population  has  increased  tremend- 
ously, the  work  week  has  shortened,  and  personal  incomes  have  risen  markedly. 

As  a result,  the  recreation  market,  which  used  to  exist  solely  for  the  very 
rich,  has  expanded  greatly.  Goods  such  as  sporting  equipment,  hobby  and  craft 
tools,  boats,  vehicles,  and  even  homes  are  sold  solely  for  the  purpose  of 
leisure  time  use.  Facilities  such  as  sports  arenas,  theatres,  parks,  bowling 
alleys,  golf  courses,  swimming  beaches,  and  boating  areas  can  be  operated  at  a 
profit  because  people  are  willing  to  purchase  the  services  that  these  facilities 
provide . 

However,  not  all  recreation  goods  and  services  are  provided  in  the  private 
market.  For  a variety  of  reasons,  local,  state,  and  the  federal  government  have 
become  involved  in  providing  recreation  services  and  facilities.  For  a long 
time,  recreation  has  been  provided  for  youth  to  divert  them  from  mischief  and 
serious  trouble  and  also  to  teach  them  certain  character  traits  and  physical  skills. 
Communities  provide  recreation  to  benefit  those  such  as  the  elderly  or  young  who 
lack  the  means  to  travel  or  purchase  recreation.  In  addition,  local  governments 
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are  often  considered  the  most  efficient  organizers  of  certain  activities  that 
require  groups  of  people  such  as  sports  leagues.  An  entirely  different  reason 
for  public  recreation  is  that  certain  areas  have  such  significant  resources  that 
the  best  use  has  been  determined  to  be  the  enjoyment  of  all,  not  the  profit  of  a 
few.  In  short,  recreation  is  an  amenity  that  improves  life  in  the  community  and, 
for  this  reason,  many  people  are  willing  to  pay  for  its  provision  even  if  they  do 
not  personally  utilize  the  service  or  facilities. 

Although  rural  areas  such  as  Chowan  County  have  a superior  physical 
environment  and  resources  compared  to  larger  urban  areas,  rural  areas  usually 
do  not  have  much  organized  recreation  activities  or  extensive  recreation  facilities 
because  of  their  smaller,  more  dispersed  populations.  Chowan  County  and  Edenton 
are  exceptions  to  that  rule.  According  to  the  observations  of  a United  States 
Bureau  of  Outdoor  Recreation  representative,  the  scope  of  services  and  facilities 
provided  and  the  cooperation  between  town  and  county  and  other  agencies  make 
Chowan  County's  and  Edenton’s  recreation  program  almost  unique.  By  carrying  on 
with  the  past  efforts  that  the  county  and  town  have  made,  Edenton  and  Chowan  County 
will  continue  to  have  an  outstanding  recreation  programo 

The  purpose  of  this  report  is  to  aid  the  county  and  town  program.  This 
report  assesses  what  is  available  now  and  presents  recommendations  and  proposals 
for  the  future.  More  specifically,  there  are  three  main  sections  to  the  report. 

1)  An  inventory  of  the  existing  supply  of  recreation 
services  and  facilities,  both  public  and  private, 
that  exists  in  Chowan  County,  including  inside 
Edenton 's  city  limits. 

2)  An  estimation  of  the  demand  for  recreation  by 
analyzing  a recent  recreation  survey  and  also 

by  considering  national  standards  and  socioeconomic 
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characteristics  and  trends o 


3)  A set  of  proposals  and  recommendations  for  future 
recreation  programs  and  facilities „ 

A summary  of  the  report  is  included  to  give  an  overview  of  its  contents. 
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INVENTORY  OF  RECREATION  FACILITIES  AND  PROGRAMS 

Outdoor  public  recreation  facilities  in  Chowan  County  and  Edenton  are 
primarily  certain  school  grounds  and  municipal  parks,  and  the  state  boat  ramps „ 
Certain  p»iv^tely  owned  areas  are  open  to  the  public  at  no  charge  and  used 
extensively  by  the  public.  Privately  owned  outdoor  recreation  businesses  pro- 
vide boat  ramps  and  swimming  to  the  public  for  a fee.  Private  outdoor  recreation 
areas,  open  only  to  members  or  certain  property  owners,  include  the  Chowan  Golf 
and  Country  Club  and  small  waterfront  parks  at  the  Cape  Colony,  Arrowhead  Beach, 
and  Chowan  Beach  subdivisions. 

The  major  indoor  recreation  facilities  in  the  town  and  county  are  public 
facilities,  namely  the  National  Guard  Armory  and  Chowan  High  School,  Certain 
businesses  and  private  organizations  provide  a limited  amount  of  indoor  recreation. 
The  major  supplier  of  organized  recreation  programs  is  the  Edenton- Chowan 
Recreation  Department  that  serves  approximately  1500  county  and  town  residents. 
Certain  youth  and  civic  groups  also  have  some  recreation  activities.  The  Chowan 
Arts  Council  and  the  College  of  the  Albemarle  have  provided  arts  and  crafts  classes 
and  other  cultural  opportunities, 

THE  DEMAND  AND  NEED  FOR  RECREATION 

The  demand  and  need  for  recreation  were  derived  using  three  different  approaches 
the  application  of  national  standards  for  recreation  to  the  town  and  county,  survey- 
ing citizen  opinions,  and  examining  the  socioeconomic  trends  and  characteristics. 
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rhe  need  for  facilities  as  derived  from  the  application  of  national 
standards 

1)  The  town  and  county  lack  a laige  outdoor  park  with  water  sports, 
picnic  areas,  natural  areas,  and  associated  facilities. 

2)  Landscaping  and  picnic  areas  are  lacking  in  most  of  the  already 
developed  recreational  areas. 

3)  Neighborhood  recreation  parks  in  Edenton  do  not  have  the  facilities 
to  appeal  to  a broad  age  range  of  nearby  residents. 

4)  The  town  and  county  do  not  have  a recreation  center,  although  both 

have  facilities  that  are  performing  certain  recreation  center  functions. 

5)  The  town  and  county  do  not  have  public  swimming  facilities. 

Summary  results  of  school  and  voter  survey 

Two  separate  surveys  were  conducted;  one  of  the  junior  high  and  high  school 
students  and  one  of  a sample  of  registered  voters.  The  responses  of  the 
two  groups  had  certain  similarities  and  some  considerable  differences. 

In  considering  indoor  activities,  the  students  showed  a great  deal  of 
interest  in  basketball,  bowling,  and  table  games.  Adults  showed  a greater 
interest  in  bowling  and  less  interest  in  other  sports.  Adult  women  showed 
considerable  interest  in  various  classes.  Similarities  and  differences 
were  also  evident  in  choosing  favored  outdoor  activities.  The  students 
showed  a great  interest  in  swimming,  particularly  in  a swimming  pool,  and 
in  various  sports  activities.  Adults  shared  the  interest  in  swimming,  but 
seemed  to  prefer  a swimming  beach,  and  showed  a great  deal  of  interest  in 
regional  parks  with  facilities  for  fishing,  picnic  areas,  boating,  and  play 
areas.  The  adults  showed  less  interest  in  sports.  Students  preferred  the 
development  of  a recreation  center  over  a paik  and  indicated  they  would 
use  an  indoor  facility  more  often,  whereas  adults  preferred  the  development 
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of  a park  and  indicated  that  they  would  use  outdoor  facilities  more  often„ 
Responses  often  differed  by  age,  race,  and  sex--but  only  occasionally 
by  township o One  of  the  greatest  differences  noted  was  the  disparity  between 
older  and  younger  adultSo  Younger  adults  already  participated  or  used  the 
current  facilities  more  frequently  than  older  adults  and  expressed  consid- 
able  interest  in  other  facilities  and  programs.  Adults  over  65  showed  much 
less  interest;  nevertheless,  the  majority  of  adults  contacted  indicated 
their  support  for  an  expanded  recreation  program  and  even  increased  taxes 
to  support  it . 

Implications  of  socioeconomic  characteristics  and  trends 

(Based  upon  data  from  coaimunities  similar  to  Edenton  and  Chowan  County) 

1)  Continued  small  parcel  land  development  will  increase  the  demand 
for  public  recreation  areas. 

2)  Continued  increases  in  the  urban  and  rural  non-farm  population 
will  increase  the  demand  for  and  participation  in  publicly  provided 
recreation  because  of  more  leisure  time  and  higher  incomes. 

3)  Changes  in  the  age  profile  of  the  population  will  increase  the 
proportion  of  adults  relative  to  youth;  thus,  adult  programs 
will  increase  in  importance, 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

During  their  work  on  this  report,  the  Edenton-Chowan  Recreation  Committee 
prepared  the  following  set  of  recommendations  for  the  town  and  county  recreation 
program. 

Facilities  recommendations 

1)  Utilize  available  Federal  funding  programs  in  developing  recreation 
faci 1 ities . 

2)  Develop  a multiple  purpose  indoor  recreation  facility. 
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3)  Provide  swimming  facilitieSo 

4)  Upgrade  tennis  courts,  ballfields,  and  neighborhood  parks, 

5)  Develop  new  ballfields,  athletic  facilities,  and  neighborhood  parks, 

6)  Develop  a regional  park  with  fishing,  water  access,  and  picnic 
facilities. 

Program  and  policy  recommendations 

1)  Continue  town  and  county  cooperation  in  pro\/ision  of  recreation. 

2)  Continue  cooperation  with  the  Edent on- Chowan  school  system, 

3)  Coordinate  activities  with  and  assist  other  organizations  provid- 
ing recreationo 

4)  Utilize  civic  groups  and  individuals  to  assist  with  recreation 
projects  and  facilities. 

5)  Encourage  private  enterprise  investment  in  recreation  businesses, 

6)  Improve  publicity,  program  appeal,  and  efficiency. 

7j  Offer  special  events  for  those  interested  in  occasional  participation. 

8}  Develop  and  offer  programs  for  special  populations  such  as  young 
children,  the  elderly,  the  handicapped,  and  the  mentally  retarded. 
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INVENTORY 


INVENTORY  OF  RECREATION  FACILITIES  AND  PROGRA.^^S 


It  would  be  an  impossible  task  to  inventory  all  the  recreation  facilities 
and  programs  available  to  the  citizens  of  Chowan  County  and  Edenton;  but  in 
determining  what  additional  programs  and  services  would  best  be  provided,  it 
is  important  to  consider  what  is  already  available.  This  section  of  the  report 
summarizes  the  various  facilities  and  programs,  both  public  and  private. 

Private  facilities  are  important  to  consider  because  the  desire  for  certain 
activities  may  be  satisfied  by  private  facilities.  However,  in  considering 
private  facilities,  several  questions  need  to  be  answered.  Who  and  how  many 
cannot  use  the  private  facility  because  of  membership,  prices  charged,  and 
transportation?  Is  the  facility  or  program  an  appropriate  one  to  be  provided 
publicly?  In  considering  the  public  facilities,  it  is  important  to  note  where 
the  facility  or  program  is  located  and  whom  it  does  not  serve. 

This  section  of  the  report  considers  facilities,  both  outdoor  and  indoor, 
and  programs.  For  the  purposes  of  this  report,  facilities  are  defined  as  places 
where  activities  can  take  place.  Programs  are  defined  as  organized,  supervised 
activities  available  for  participation.  Since  some  town  and  county  residents 
use  facilities  outside  the  county  for  recreation,  certain  of  these  facilities 
or  areas  are  discussed.  However,  very  few  residents  participate  in  recreation 
programs  outside  the  county,  so  the  program  section  considers  only  those  avail- 
able in  the  town  and  county. 
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FACILITIES 


1 J Outdoor  Tecreation  enterprises  and  businesses 

Several  businesses  operate  in  Chowan  County  that  provide  outdoor 
recreation  services  to  residents  and  to  seasonal  visitorSo  Certainly 
one  of  the  most  important  outdoor  recreation  facilities  is  the  Sandy 
Point  Beach  on  the  Albemarle  Sound  (refer  to  map)o  The  boat  ramp  and 
good  sandy  beach  make  possible  a variety  of  activities  such  as  swimming, 
water  skiing,  fishing,  sailing,  and  boating«  Campsites  are  also  avail- 
able, but  used  mainly  by  visitors  from  out  of  the  state.  The  beach 
operates  from  May  until  Labor  Dayo  Admission  for  any  activity  is  $1<,00. 

Several  other  businesses  offer  boat  access  areas  and  year-round 
service  for  the  boating  publiCo  The  Edenton  ’,  Marina,  in  addition  to 
selling  and  servicing  boats,  rents  covered  and  uncovered  slips  and 
operates  a boar  ramp  along  Pembroke  Creek.  Murray  Bonds  operates  a 
boat  ramp  and  boat  rental  area,  a small  camping  ground,  and  a fishing 
supply  store  along  Rockyhock  Creek.  Fees  are  charged  for  the  use  of 
the  Edenton  Marina  and  the  Bonds  boat  ramp. 

2)  Private  outdoor  recreation  areas 

Several  outdoor  recreation  facilities  in  the  county  are  not  operated 
for  profit  but  are  available  only  to  members  or  certain  property  owners. 
The  Chowan  Golf  and  Country  Club  near  the  Municipal  Airport  has  a nine- 
hole  golf  course,  swimming  pool,  and  three  tennis  courts  available  to 
its  members.  Of  the  195  members,  75-80  are  regular  golfers  who  play  one 
to  three  times  a month;  approximately  fifteen  members  use  the  newly 
completed  tennis  courts  on  a regular  basis. 

Recreation  areas  that  were  developed  in  several  of  the  county's 
subdivisions  are  available  to  property  owners  in  these  subdivisions. 
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CHOWAN  COUNTY/EDENTON  RECREATION  AREAS  AND  FACILITIES 
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see  chart 


Arrowhead  Beach  has  a 5,5  acre  park  along  the  Chowan  River  with  picnic 
tables,  a playground  area,  and  opportunities  for  all  water  sports „ The 
subdivision's  boat  ramp  is  located  on  Indian  Creek,  Bath  house  facilities 
and  a recreation  building  for  social  gatherings  have  also  been  established 
at  Arrowhead  Beach,  Similarly,  the  Cape  Colony  subdivision  has  a small 
park  with  picnic  tables,  playground  equipment,  swimming  area,  boat  access, 
and  a boat  basin.  The  recreation  facilities  at  the  Chowan  Beach  subdivision 
are  less  extensive,  but  there  is  a boat  access  and  shoreline  area  available 
to  these  residents.  Although  the  number  of  year-round  residents  in  these 
subdivisions  has  been  increasing,  the  majority  of  property  owners  in  these 
subdivisions  are  seasonal  residents. 

Chowan  County  and  Edenton  are  fortunate  in  that  several  privately-owned 
areas  are  available  for  use  by  the  public.  The  boat  ramp  on  Pembroke  Creek 
north  of  U,S,  17  is  open  to  the  public;  but  because  of  the  U.S,  Highway  17 
bridge,  the  ramp  cannot  be  used  by  boats  over  a certain  size,  Bennett's 
Mill  Pond,  which  feeds  the  Rockyhock  Creek,  is  an  outstanding  natural  area 
that  is  open  to  the  public  for  boating  and  fishing.  Although  the  pond  was 
once  renowned  for  its  fishing,  in  recent  years  the  pond  has  suffered  a 
tremendous  growth  of  alligator  weed  and  other  vegetation  that  has  made 
boating  and  fishing  difficult. 

3)  Public  outdoor  recreation 

The  outdoor  recreation  facilities  that  serve  the  broadest  segment  of 
the  population  are  undoubtedly  the  state,  county  and  town  recreation  facili- 
ties, The  state  has  established  two  boat  access  ramps  on  the  Chowan  River, 
one  at  the  Chowan  River  Bridge  and  another  in  the  northern  section  of  the 
county  at  Cannon's  Ferry,  Parking  is  available  at  the  ramps. 
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The  county  has  developed  recreation  facilities  at  its  school  facilities 
that  are  used,  not  only  by  the  school  students,  but  also  by  the  general 
public o Chowan  High  School  has  three  tennis  courts,  two  basketball  courts, 
a baseball  field,  and  playground  equipment  on  its  grounds = The  gym  at  the 
high  school  has  also  been  used  for  summer  recreation  programs 

The  location  of  Holmes  High  School  adjacent  to  the  National  Guard 
Armory  has  resulted  in  extensive  outdoor  recreation  facilities  being 
developed  at  this  Edenton  site,  including  six  tennis  courts  and  several 
playing  fields. 

The  town  has  developed  several  small  neighborhood  parks  scattered 
throughout  the  town  with  playground  equipment.  In  addition,  the  town 
recently  completed  a waterfront  park  with  a pier,  boat  mooring  facility, 
picnic  tables,  play  areas,  and  parking.  Characteristics  of  the  park  areas 
that  the  town  owns  or  operates  are  presented  on  the  accompanying  chart, 

4)  Other  outdoor  recreation  facilities 

Chowan  County  and  Edenton  have  excellent  recreation  opportunities 
close  by„  Other  areas  of  the  Albemarle  Sound  and  coastal  plain  have  fish- 
ing, hunting,  and  boating  areas.  Probably  the  most  outstanding  area  is 
the  North  Carolina  Outer  Banks,  about  75  miles  away.  The  public  recreation 
areas  there  include  the  Cape  Hatteras  National  Seashore,  Jockey's  Ridge 
State  Park,  and  other  oceanshote  attractions 

5)  Indoor  recreation  enterprises  and  businesses 

Due  in  part  to  Chowan  County's  mild  climate  and  in  part  to  its  low 
density  and  small  population,  few  indooi  recreation  businesses  are  operat- 
ing. Several  food  and  drink  businesses  offer  table  games,  most  notably  the 
Pickwick  Billiards  and  the  Bluebird  Cafe  in  downtown  Edenton,  The  Sandy 
Point  Beach  also  has  table  games  in  a recreation  building  that  operates 
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PUBLIC  RECREATION  AREAS 
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CHOWAN  COUNTY  RECREATION  FACILITIES 

(public  and  private) 

x (1)  Sandy  Point  Beach 
^ (2)  Chowan  Golf  ^ Country  Club 
~ (3)  Town  Shoreline  Property 
(4)  Cape  Colony 

° (5)  Edenton  Marina  5 U.S.  17 
“ Boat  Access 

" (6)  N.C.  Wildlife  Boat  Access 

(7)  Murray  Bonds  Boat  Ramp  § Rental 

(8)  Bennett's  Mill  Pond 

(9)  Chowan  Beach 

(10)  Arrowhead  Beach 

(11)  N.C.  Wildlife  Boat  Access 
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the  months  that  the  beach  is  open„ 

The  only  other  indoor  recreation  business  of  note  is  the  Taylor 
Theatre,  a commercial  movie  theatre,  offering  programs  seven  days  a week, 

6)  Private-  indoor  recreation 

Just  as  there  are  few  indoor  recreation  businesses,  there  are  few 
private  indoor  recreation  facilities  in  Chowan  County,  A great  many  clubs 
and  churches  have  buildings  that  they  own  or  use  for  meetings.  Sometimes 
the  meetings  involve  indoor  recreation,  but  most  of  these  buildings  lack 
any  facilities  provided  specifical Ty  for  lecreation.  Similarly,  the 
community  buildings  in  Arrowhead  and  Cape  Colony  are  used  by  the  property 
owners  for  meetings  and  social  gatherings,  but  do  not  have  indoor  recrer 
ation  equipment  or  facilities, 

7)  Public  indoor  recreation 

A great  deal,  if  nor  the  majority,  of  indoor  recreation  in  the  county 
is  conducted  by  the  Edent on- Chowan  County  Recreation  Department  in  the 
National  Guard  Armory  and  the  Chowan  High  School  gymnasium.  The  facilities 
at  the  armory  include  basketball  goals,  two  pool  tables,  five  ping  pong 
tables,  and  card  tables  for  games,  Chowan  High  School  has  six  basketball 
goals,  a paddleball  area,  and  two  ping  pong  tables. 

The  Arts  Council  and  other  recreation  programs  use  other  school 
buildings  and  the  Shepard-Pruden  Library,  but  these  buildings  have  very 
limited  equipment  oi  facilities  designed  specificaily  for  recreation, 

8)  Other  indoor  recreation  facilities 

Indoor  recreation  businesses  have  been  extensively  developed  in  nearby 
areas  of  larger  population,  most  notably  Elizabeth  City,  which  has  a bowl- 
ing alley,  a health  spa,  rollerskating,  a dance  school,  seveial  movie 
theatres,  dance  halls,  and  table  game  businesses,  Chowan  County  residents 
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also  travel  to  recreation  businesses  in  Williamstonc 


The  Norfolk  metropolitan  area  has  many  business,  private,  and  public 
indoor  recreational  and  cultural  facilities;  but  since  the  area  is 
approximately  eighty  miles  from  Edenton,  few  town  and  county  residents 
travel  there  just  for  indoor  recreation. 
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PROGRAMS 


The  previous  section  discussed  physical  facilities  available  for  indoor  and 
outdoor  recreation;  this  section  will  summarize  the  programs,  opportunities,  and 
organizations  involved  in  providing  recreationo 

The  Edenton-Chowan  Recreation  Department  receives  municipal  and  county  funds 
to  operate  a variety  of  indoor  and  outdoor  recreation  programs.  Most  of  these  are 
operated  at  the  armory  and  on  nearby  school  facilities.  Programs  are  offered 
across  a broad  spectrum  of  ages  for  both  sexes.  Indoor  programs  include  volleyball, 
basketball,  exercise  classes,  table  games,  and  various  special  events.  Outdoor 
programs  include  flag  football,  baseball,  softball,  tennis,  and  special  tournaments 
and  events.  More  4etail  on  the  programs  is  shown  on  the  accompanying  charts. 

It  is  estimated  that  about  1500  county  and  town  residents  take  advantage  of  the 
recreation  programs. 

Although  the  recreation  department  is  the  primary  supplier  of  recreation 
programs,  other  organizations  do  supply  recreation,  often  as  one  aspect  of  a 
larger  operation.  The  Shepard-Pruden  Library  offers  an  adult  film  series  and 
cooperates  with  the  Chowan  Arts  Council  in  offering  enrichment  and  ballet  dancing 
programs.  The  Arts  Council  and  library  also  cooperate  in  providing  cultural  events 
and  activities  throughout  the  year. 

The  County  4-H  Clubs,  sponsored  by  the  Chowan  County  Cooperative  Extension 
Service,  are  primarily  education  and  service  organizations;  but  recreation  is  a 
part  of  the  clubs'  activities  that  involve  about  400  county  youth.  Also  for  youth 
there  are  four  Boy  Scout  troops,  eight  Girl  Scout  troops,  one  Cub  Scout  troop, 
and  one  Sea  Scout  troop.  Church  youth  organizations  also  sponsor  recreation 
activities  for  their  members. 

Just  as  the  youth  groups  sometimes  provide  recreation,  there  are  adult  civic 
and  church  organizations  that  occasionally  sponsor  recreation  activities.  However, 
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ACTIVITY  LOCATION  AGES  SEX  MONTHS  OPERATIONAL  PARTICIPATION 
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the  primary  purpose  of  these  organizations  is  social,  educational,  service, 
or  religious. 

There  are  in  the  county  and  town  several  special  interest  clubs  that  are 
recreation  oriented.  Among  them  are  hunting,  horse,  waterskiing,  and  tennis 
clubs.  However,  these  clubs  are  primarily  organizational,  i,e,,  they  do  not 
provide  equipment  or  facilities  but  are  organized  because  of  shared  interests 
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DEMAND 


THE  DEMAND  AND  NEED  FOR  RECREATION 


In  purely  economic  terms,  the  demand  for  recreation  is  a statement  of  the 
amount  of  recreation  that  will  be  purchased  in  a given  period  of  time  at  speci- 
fied prices „ Undeniably,  this  demand  exists;  or  recreation  businesses  would  not 
exist o However,  when  a local  government  goes  into  the  "recreation  business," 
it  usually  does  not  operate  as  a profit-making  firm  for  several  reasons „ The 
most  important  difference  from  business  is  that  most  governments  decide  to 
offer  the  service  to  anyone  interested,  regardless  of  his  ability  to  pay„ 

This  method  of  operation  presents  problems  in  assessing  the  demand  for 
recreationo  A business  will  supply  the  type  and  quantity  that  will  maximize 
profits,  but  a government  does  not  use  that  criteria  and  must  determine  what  it 
should  provide  using  other  methods « Several  methods  were  used  in  this  study  to 
determine  what  and  how  much  recreation  was  desired,, 

The  Edenton- Chowan  Recreation  Department  keeps  an  account  of  participation 
in  various  programs « These  figures  are  shown  on  pp»  18-20,  and  do  give  some 
indication  of  the  demand  for  programs  and  facilities « Unfortunately,  however, 
the  participation  rates  give  only  limited  informationo  A lightly  used  program 
available  at  another  time  or  place  might  be  heavily  used„  Participation  rates 
give  no  information  about  a facility  or  program  that  has  not  been  offered 
previouslyo  While  a tr ial-and-error  approach  may  be  appropriate  for  programs 
and  facilities  that  involve  little  capital  expenditure,  large  investments  in 
new  facilities  cannot  be  made  without  some  estimation  of  the  demand  for  such 
facilities . 
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Another  commonly  used  method  for  determining  needs  is  the  application  of 
national  standards  to  the  community „ This  was  done  to  Edenton  and  Chowan  County 
and  is  discussed  in  this  section.  Certain  agencies  do  have  experience  and 
knowledge  gained  from  work  in  many  communities  and  can  make  valuable  suggestions 
as  to  what  scale,  type,  and  location  of  facilities  have  had  the  most  success. 
Comparison  to  national  standards  can  point  up  deficiencies  and  strengths  in  the 
local  program„  Nevertheless,  the  application  of  national  standards  for  community 
services  to  a specific  community  has  to  be  done  with  caution,  since  each  community 
has  characteristics  that  distinguish  it  from  other  communities.  Another  problem 
with  the  national  standards  used  here  is  that  they  only  consider  facilities  and 
do  not  address  the  provision  of  programs. 

Another  method  used  in  this  study  was  the  citizen  survey,  A citizen  survey 
does  not  have  the  problems  of  the  other  methods.  Local  characteristics  are  taken 
into  account,  A survey  can  address  programs,  as  well  as  facilities,  and  can 
obtain  information  about  the  desires  for  new  facilities  and  programs;  however, 
as  most  people  are  aware,  surveys  are  fraught  with  problems  of  their  own.  The 
most  common  problem  is  obtaining  a meaningful  response  rate  from  a representative 
sample,  since  surveying  all  residents  would  be  difficult  to  do.  Another  problem 
with  surveys  is  that  the  structure  and  wording  of  the  survey  often  affect  the 
results.  Additional  problems  include:  Did  the  respondents  understand  the 

question  as  it  was  intended?  Did  they  answer  truthfully?  How  much  difference 
is  there  between  what  people  say  they  will  do  and  what  they  actually  will  do? 

The  specific  problems  associated  with  this  survey  will  be  discussed  later  in 
this  section.  Regardless  of  a survey's  problems,  it  is  still  an  excellent 
method  for  determining  citizen  opinions  and  preferences. 

Another  important  consideration  in  planning  for  recreation  facilities  and 
programs  is  the  socioeconomic  characteristics  of  the  population  to  be  served. 
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The  facilities  appropriate  for  a wealthy,  subuiban  community,  a small  rural 
town,  and  a poor  urban  area  are  all  different „ The  characteristics  of  Edenton 
and  Chowan  County  and  their  implications  for  recreation  planning  will  be  dis- 
cussed in  the  final  part  of  this  section. 

STANDARDS 

The  Federal  Bureau  of  Outdoor  Recreation  and  the  North  Carolina  Department 
of  Natural  and  Economic  Resources  have  both  developed  sets  of  standards  that 
communities  can  use  as  a guide  to  the  adequate  provision  of  recreation  and 
open  space.  The  Edenton  Community  Facilities  Plan  (1976)  made  leference  to  the 
state  standards;  however',  the  following  national  standards  were  used  below 
since  these  standards  seem  to  be  more  explicit  and  understandable.  No  standards 
were  found  that  are  directly  applicable  to  rural  areas  The  following  standards 
were  developed  for  metropolitan  areas,  and  their  relevance  to  Edenton  and  Chowan 
County  is  discussed. 

1)  Urban  recreation  parks 
a)  Standards 

Urban  recreation  parks  are  designed  to  provide  a variety 
of  recreation  facilities  which  are  unique  or  cannot  be  accommodated 
in  a district  or  neighborhood  park.  They  are  distinguished  from 
conservation-recreation  parks  by  having  more  emphasis  on  active 
recreation,  although  they  should  be  located  in  a pleasant  and 
spacious  environment  that  retains  natural  features.  General 
standards  for  the  location  and  development  of  urban  parks  are  as 
fol lows : 

1,  Service  area  population  - total  city 

2.  Location  - central  or  fringe  location  outside  city  quadrants, 
accessible  by  major  thoroughfare  or  highway 
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3„  Service  radius  - citywide 

4„  Size  - preferably  100-300  acres  or  more;  5 acres  per  1,000 
ultimate  population 

5=  Age  groups  served  - all,  with  primary  emphasis  on  activities 
and  facilities  for  teen-agers,  young  adults,  and  family  groups 
6„  Facilities  and  activities  - large  picnic  and  camping  areas  with 
shelters  and  fireplaces  or  grills;  scenic  walks  and  bicycle  and 
bridle  paths  through  natural  wooded  areas;  outdoor  theatre  or 
band  shells;  natural  science  areas  and  trails;  and  off-street 
parkingo  Additional  specialized  features  may  include:  lakes 

or  ponds  for  swimming,  boating,  fishing  and  other  water  sports; 
children's  zoo;  and  amusement  area.,  Buildings  should  be  rustic- 
ally designedo  Parking  areas  should  be  properly  located  to 
encourage  pedestrian  traffic » 
b)  Application  to  Edenton  and  Chowan  County 

It  is  obvious  that  the  above  standards  were  developed  for  an 
urban  area  with  denser  settlement  and  higher  population  than  Edenton 
or  Chowan  County „ 

The  town  and  county  currently  have  no  facility  similar  to  the 
one  describedo  However,  the  fifty  acres  of  land  owned  by  the  Town 
of  Edenton  on  the  shore  of  the  Albemarle  Sound  could  be  used  for 
such  a facility.  In  fact,  using  the  standard  of  5 acres  per  1,000 
population,  the  size  of  the  site  fits  the  standard  well  although 
this  is  only  a rough  guide. 

The  results  of  the  survey  indicate  that  there  is  interest  in  a 
facility  with  some  of  the  features  described  above,  specifically 
swimming,  picnic  areas,  fishing  and  boat  access.  The  site  at  the 
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airport  could  be  made  suitable  for  these  activities „ 


2)  District  recreation  parks 
a)  Standards 

A district  recreation  park  serves  two  or  more  contiguous 
neighborhoods  and  offers  multiple  facilities  in  a large  recreation 
areao  Park  and  playfield  are  combined  in  a centrally  located  area. 
The  primary  function  of  the  district  recreation  park  is  to  provide 
a place  for  organized  recreation  activities,  although  it  also  per- 
forms the  functions  of  the  neighborhood  recreation  park.  It  should 
serve  as  a recreational  center  for  the  people  of  the  district, 
including  activities  of  community- wide  interest.  To  locate  and 
develop  these  facilities  the  following  general  standards  are 
recommended ‘ 

Ic  Service  area  population  - 10,000  to  20,000 

2„  Location  - central  and/or  in  the  path  of  residential  growth; 
adjoining  collector  and  residential  streets;  preferably 
adjacent  to  a junior  or  senior  high  school 
3,  Service  radius  - within  1 3/4  or  a maximum  of  2 miles  of 

residences  in  the  service  area;  safely  and  easily  accessible 
for  service  area  residents 

4o  Size  - 25  to  50  acres  depending  on  service  area  population; 

2,5  acres  per  1,000  ultimate  population.  School  acreage  used 
for  recreation,  when  adjacent  to  a park,  is  counted  as  helping 
meet  the  ratio  standard.  If  school  acreage  surpasses  the 
ratio  standard,  additional  park  acieage  should  still  be 
provided  for  passive  recreation 

5,  Age  groups  served  - all,  with  special  emphasis  on  activities 
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and  facilities  for  teen-agers  and  adults 
6o  Facilities  and  activities  - playlots  and  play  apparatus  for 
preschool  and  older  children;  playfields  and  informal  play 
areas;  athletic  fields;  multi-purpose  slabs;  game  and  tennis 
courts;  swimming  and  wading  pool;  recreation  center  or 
shelter  house;  bicycle  paths;  picnic  facilities;  walkways 
and  benches  in  landscapedj  shaded,  quiet  activity  areas;  and 
off-street  parking  areao  Or,  specific  facilities  as  deter- 
mined by  interests  and  needs  of  those  to  be  served.  Thirty 
to  fifty  percent  of  the  park  should  be  designed  for  passive 
recreation. 

b)  Application  to  Chowan  County  and  Edenton 

Once  again  it  is  obvious  that  these  standards  were  not 
developed  for  areas  with  the  settlement  pattern  and  population 
of  Chowan  County  and  Edenton.  Nevertheless,  the  facilities  that 
have  been  developed  on  the  sites  of  Chowan  and  Holmes  High  Schools 
closely  resemble  the  facilities  suggested.  The  acreage  suggested 
in  the  above  standards  seems  excessive.  Both  Chowan  and  Holmes 
have  good  sized  sites  (8.6  acres  and  16,2,  respectively).  It 
would  be  impossible  and  a bit  ridiculous  to  satisfy  the  service 
radius  requirement  in  an  area  like  Chowan  County  and  Edenton. 
However,  as  has  been  mentioned  previously,  there  does  seem  to  be 
a lack  of  and  desire  for  attractive,  well-landscaped,  passive 
recreation  areas  with  picnic,  playground,  and  similar  facilities. 

3)  Neighborhood  recreation  parks,  neighborhood  park-playgrounds,  and 


a)  Standards 

These  facilities,  as  defined  by  recreation  planners,  are 
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quite  similar.  Studies  of  neighborhood  parks  have  indicated  that 
usually  one  larger  sized  neighborhood  park  with  a variety  of 
activities  available  is  more  successful  than  several  smaller,  more 
limited  parks.  The  primary  function  of  the  neighborhood  recreation 
park  is  to  provide  a place  for  informal  (unorganized)  play  and 
quiet  activities.  Smaller  parks  such  as  neighborhood  park-playgrounds 
and  vest  pocket  parks  are  appropriate  in  isolated  residential  areas 
and  in  high  density  neighborhoods  where  there  is  no  outdoor  recreation 
space  nearby.  The  following  standards  have  been  developed  for 
neighborhood  recreation  parks.  The  standards  for  neighborhood 
park-playgrounds  and  vest  pocket  parks  are  similar,  but  these  smaller 
parks  would  have  more  limited  facilities  and  would  serve  smaller 
popul at ions , 

lo  Service  area  population  - 3,000  to  6,000 
2,  Location  - central  and,  when  possible,  adjacent  to  an 
elementary  school;  adjoining  minor  residential  streets 
3o  Service  radius  - within  1/2  mile  or  safe  walking  distance 
of  service  area  residents 

4.  Size  - 7 1/2  to  12  1/2  acres,  depending  on  population  served; 

2,5  acres  per  1,000  ultimate  population.  School  acreage 
used  for  recreation,  when  adjacent  to  a park,  is  counted  as 
helping  meet  the  ratio  standard.  If  school  acreage  surpasses 
the  ratio  standard,  additional  park  acreage  should  still  be 
provided  for  passive  recreation 

5,  Age  groups  served  - all,  with  special  emphasis  on  activities 
and  facilities  for  preschool  and  elementary  age  children  and 
elderly  adults 
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6o  Facilities  and  activities  - playlets  and  play  apparatus  for 

preschool  and  older  children;  informal  play  area;  multi-purpose 
slab;  quiet  activity  areas  with  a pergola,  kiosk,  or  shelter; 
picnic  facilities;  spray  or  splash  pool;  and  walkways,  benches, 
and  tables.  Or,  specific  facilities  as  determined  by  interests 
and  needs  of  those  to  be  served.  Half  of  the  park  should  be 
designed  for  passive  recreation,  for  quiet  activities,  and  as 
a buffer  between  park  and  adjacent  homes, 
b)  Application  to  Edenton  and  Chowan  County 

Although  the  national  standards  advocate  larger  neighbor- 
hood parks,  Edenton  has  had  success  in  developing  several  smaller 
neighborhood  park-playgrounds  at  various  locations.  Using  the 
half-mile  distance  standard,  all  areas  of  town  do  have  an 
accessible  neighborhood  park.  However,  the  neighborhood  parks 
that  have  been  developed  primarily  serve  school  and  preschool  age 

children,  not  all  age  groups.  The  Colonial  Park  on  the  waterfront 

«> 

is  the  one  neighborhood  park  that  has  appeal  to  all  ages. 

Due  to  the  low- density  settlement  and  large  lot  sizes 
outside  of  Edenton  in  Chowan  County,  neighborhood  parks  similar 
to  the  facilities  described  above  probably  would  not  be  appropriate 
in  most  areas.  In  the  higher  density  subdivisions  of  Cape  Colony 
and  Arrowhead,  neighborhood  parks  have  been  developed, 

4)  Decorative  parks 
a)  Standards 

Decorative  parks  (including  plazas  and  triangles)  are  highly 
desirable  contributors  to  open  space  in  business  districts,  on 
major  thoroughfares,  and  in  other  highly  visible  locations. 
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There  is  no  vvay  to  forecast  when  and  where  property  will  be  avail- 
able for  this  purpose.  No  standards  are  recommended,  but  these 
areas  should  be  encouraged  as  contributors  to  an  open  space  environ- 
ment , 

Among  the  desirable  features  of  decorative  parks  are:  land- 
scaping, large  grassy  expanses,  plantings,  walks  and  paths,  gardens 
and  shaped  areas,  tables  with  attached  umbrellas,  sculptures, 
benches  and  fountains , Or,  some  of  these  parks  may  simply  contain 
tree  or  flower  masses  for  visual  enjoyment, 
b)  Application  for  Chowan  County  and  Edenton 

Several  areas  in  downtown  Edenton  are  excellent  examples  of 
this  type  of  area-- the  primary  ones  being  the  gardens  at  People's 
Bank,  the  Colonial  Park  on  the  waterfront  and,  probably  the  most 
outstanding,  the  Cupola  House  Garden,  In  addition,  the  town  is 
currently  studying  how  to  improve  its  landscaping  throughout  the 
town. 

Outside  of  Edenton  in  Chowan  County,  there  are  no  maj"or 
business  centers  or  areas  of  concentrated  traffic  where  the 
development  of  such  parks  would  be  appropriate, 

5)  Recreation  centers 
a)  Standards 

Recreation  centers  are  among  the  facilities  recommended  in 
district  parks  and,  of  less  precedence,  in  urban  parks.  Location 
standards  and  service  area  populations  are  comparable  for  both 
district  parks  and  recreation  centers;  but  service  coverage,  or 
the  lack  of  it,  by  existing  centers  is  a major  determining  factor 
in  the  location  and  priority  scheduling  of  future  centers. 
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According  to  national  standards » each  center  should  have  a 
ratio  of  1 1/2  to  2 square  feet  of  floor  space  per  person  to  be 
served,  exclusive  of  special  facilities  sudft  as  swimming  pools „ 
Basically,  the  facilities  for  different  size  centers  are 
similaro  Room  sizes  may  vary  and  emphasis  may  (and  should)  be 
placed  on  providing  facilities  which  are  of  interest  to  service 
area  residents,  but  most  recreation  centers  include  some  or  a 
combination  of  the  following  facilities:  lounge  and  lobby; 
gymnasium;  stage;  multi-purpose,  game,  club,  and  arts  and  crafts 
rooms;  office;  kitchen;  restrooms,  including  lockers  and  showers; 
and  storage  areas » It  may  also  be  desirable  in  the  future  for 
the  city  to  establish  specialized  centers  for  special  activities 
or  groups o For  example,  a central  center  might  be  established 
for  youth  activities  or  arts  and  crafts  or  some  other  activities 
where  there  is  considerable  interest  and  need  for  specialized 
equipment  or  large  space » 

To  avoid  a wasteful  duplication  of  facilities  and  to  promote 
economy,  a building  design  compatible  with  the  multiple  use  of 
facilities  is  essential.  As  an  example,  sanitary  facilities  can 
serve  both  a recreation  center  and  a swimming  pool  and  also  be 
accessible  from  the  outside  when  other  park  activities  are  in 
progress . 

This  same  integration  of  various  activities  and  facilities 
applies  to  the  planning  and  cooperative  use  of  school  recreation 
facilities,  and  vice  versa, 
b)  Application  to  Chowan  County  and  Edenton 

At  present,  neither  Edenton  nor  Chowan  County  has  recreation 
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centers  as  such,  but  both  have  facilities  that  serve  some  of  the 
functions  of  a recreation  center.  The  town  uses  the  National 
Guard  Armory  to  provide  many  sports  activities.  Holmes  High  School, 
adjacent  to  the  armory,  provides  night  class  opportunities  for 
arts  and  crafts  activities.  Chowan  High  School  serves  as  a 
recreation  center  for  residents  in  the  northern  area  of  the  county; 
however,  the  programs  and  facilities  available  here  are  more  limited. 

6)  Specific-  sports  facilities 
a)  Standards 

Golf  courses  may  be  located  as  separate  units  or  in  large 
urban  parks,  preferably  in  outlying  areas.  If  in  an  urban  park, 
acreage  should  be  provided  greatly  in  excess  of  course  equipment; 
otherwise,  most  of  the  park  would  be  devoted  to  golf,  and  other 
types  of  outdoor  recreation  would  be  denied  in  the  park.  A 
minimum  of  100  acres,  but  usually  125  to  200  acres  depending 
on  topography  and  course  layout,  is  required  for  a regulation 
course.  An  18-hole  golf  course  should  be  provided  for  each 
50,000  to  60,000  people. 

Swimming  pools  should  be  located  in  district  recreation 
parks,  in  urban  parks,  and  preferably  in  conj° unction  with  recrea- 
tion centers.  Since  national  standards  are  not  uniform,  swimming 
pools  should  be  geographically  distributed,  each  pool  serving  a 
population  (10,000  to  20,000)  comparable  to  that  of  a district 
recreation  park.  Some  pools  should  be  enclosed  for  year-round 
use. 

As  a matter  of  safety- -by  separating  wading,  swimming,  and 
diving  areas--and  practical  usage,  variations  of  "L”  and  ”Z" 
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shaped  designs  are  suggested  for  all  pools.  Since  most  swimming 
time  is  spent  in  shallow  water , the  design  of  future  pools  should 
emphasize  shallow  water  areas. 

Tennis  courts  are  ideally  located  in  district  recreation 
parks  and  in  urban  parks,  particularly  as  part  of  lecreation 
complexes.  One  court  per  2,500  persons  is  the  recommended  standard. 
Thus,  four  to  eight  courts  should  be  provided  in  each  district 
park  depending  on  population,  A battery  of  courts  with  a tennis 
stadium  for  general  use  and  tournaments,  within  an  urban  park 
or  recreation  complex,  may  be  substituted  for  an  equivalent 
reduction  of  courts  in  nearby  district  recreation  parks. 

There  are  no  explicit  standards  recommended  herein  for 
facilities  such  as  baseball  and  softball  fields  Instead,  these 
and  some  other  facilities  are  recommended  to  be  included  in 
appropriate  parks,  thereby  setting  the  location  and  service  area 
population  as  that  of  the  park.  In  the  case  of  ball  fields 
particularly,  multi-purpose  fields  are  recommended  which  can  be 
easily  converted  to  different  activities  and  games, 
b)  Application  to  Chowan  County  and  Edenton 

The  Chowan  Golf  and  Country  Club  has  a nine-hole  course. 

There  is  neither  the  population  nor  interest  sufficient  to 
justify  a public  golf  course.  The  nine  public  tennis  courts 
that  have  been  developed  in  the  town  and  county  exceed  the 
recommended  standard,  but  nevertheless  are  often  not  sufficient 
to  meet  the  demand,  Ballfields  have  been  developed  at  various 
school  sites  in  conjunction  with  other  recreation  activities, 
as  is  recommended  in  the  standards. 
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Neither  Chowan  County  nor  Edenton  has  public  swimming  pools 
or  any  public  swimming  facilities,  thus  do  not  meet  the  national 
standaids  for  this  facility, 

7)  Conclusions  - the  need  for  facilities  as  derived  from  the  application 
of  standards 

As  was  mentioned  previously,  it  is  a legitimate  question  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  application  of  national  standards  to  Edenton 
and  Chowan  County  is  appropriate.  However,  if  one  does  accept 
these  national  standards  as  useful  in  determining  the  need  for 
facilities  in  the  town  and  county,  the  following  areas  of 
deficiency  can  be  noted, 

a)  The  town  and  county  lack  a large  outdoor  park  with  water  sports, 
picnic  areas,  natural  areas  and  associated  facilities, 

b)  Landscaping  and  picnic  areas  are  lacking  in  most  of  the 
already  developed  recreation  areas, 

c)  Neighborhood  recreation  parks  do  not  have  the  facilities 
to  appeal  to  a broad  age  range  of  nearby  residents, 

d)  The  town  and  county  do  not  have  a recreation  center,  although 
both  have  facilities  that  are  performing  certain  recreation 
center  functions, 

e)  The  town  and  county  do  not  have  public  swimming  facilities, 

SURVEY  RESULTS 

A recreation  survey  was  conducted  in  January,  1977,  of  Chowan  County 
registered  voters  and  of  the  students  in  grades  7-12,  The  questionnaires  that 
were  administered  to  the  students  and  voters  were  quite  similar;  however, 
additional  questions  were  asked  in  the  voter  survey.  Copies  of  the  question- 
naires are  shown. 
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Because  of  the  superb  assistance  and  cooperation  of  the  Edenton-Chowan 
School  Systenij  the  response  rate  to  the  student  survey  was  92% „ Characteristics 
such  as  age,  sex,  race,  and  school  are  shown  for  students  who  responded.  However, 
it  should  be  noted  that  due  to  the  high  response  rate  the  characteristics  of 
responding  students  are  almost  identical  to  the  characteristics  of  the  Edenton- 
Chowan  student  population  for  those  grades. 

Obviously,  contacting  the  adult  registered  voters  was  a much  more  difficult 
mattei . Although  the  voter  list  is  not  completely  representative  of  the  county's 
and  town's  adult  population,  it  was  the  best  list  available,  A mail  survey  was 
not  chosen  because  of  the  traditional  low  response  rate  of  past  mail  surveys, 

A door-to-door  interview  survey  would  have  been  time-consuming  and  expensive. 

As  a result,  the  survey  was  conducted  by  phone,  A sample  of  the  voters  was 
chosen  using  scientific  random  sampling  techniques.  Of  the  270  selected, 

153  completed  the  survey  for  a response  rate  of  57%,  a good  response  rate. 
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SAMPLE  ADULT  RECREATION  SURVEY 


la  What  are  your  favorite  recreation  activities  (indoor  and  outdoor)? 


2„  Of  the  following  facilities  or  activities,  which  would  you  use  the  most? 
(pick  three  and  set  priority) 


Ping  Pong  Tables 
Billiard  Tables 
Foozball  Tables 
Sbuf f leboard 
Bowling 


Basketbal 1 
Volleybal 1 
Handball 
Square  Dancing 
Popular  Dancing 


Exercise  Classes 
Cerami c C lasses 
Art  Classes 
Sewing  Classes 
Other  (please  specify) 

3o  If  any  of  the  above  were  offered  within  ten  miles  of  your  house,  how  often 


would 

you  use  them? 

(pick  one) 

a) 

Once  a week  or 

more 

b) 

1 - 3 

times  a month 

c) 

Once  every  few 

months 

d) 

Once 

a year 

e) 

Never 

f) 

Don  ’ t 

know 

4.  If  the  town  or  county  were  to  develop  more  outdoor  recreation  activities 

and  facilities,  which  three  would  you  be  most  interested  in?  (set  priority) 


Fishing  areas 
Boat  access  areas 
Swimming  beach 
Swimming  pool 
Baseball/softbal 1 field 
Tennis  courts 
Basketball  courts 
Football  field 
Soccer  field 
Handball  courts 


Driving  range 
Shooting  range 
Miniature  golf 
Shuff leboard  court 
Horseshoes 
Croquet  court  s 
Skateboarding  course 
Picnic  areas 

Tot  lots  and  playground  equipment 
for  children 


Other  (specify) 
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5, 


If  these  activities  or  facilities  weie  within  ten  miles  of  your  house, 
how  often  would  you  use  them?  (pick  one) 


a)  Once  a week  or  more  b)  1-3  times  a month 

c)  Once  every  few  months  d)  Once  a year 

e)  Never  f)  Don't  know 

6o  Which  do  you  think  you  would  use  the  most?  (pick  one) 

a)  Park  area  with  swimming,  boating,  picknicking,  etc,,  or 

b)  Recreation  Center  with  basketball,  volleyball,  table  games,  etc 

7„a,If  the  town  and  county  were  to  develop  a large  park  at  the  airport  on 
the  Sound,  how  often  would  your  family  use  it? 


1) 

Once  a week  or 

more 

2) 

1-3  times  i 

i month 

3) 

Once  every  few 

months 

4) 

Once  a year 

5) 

Never 

6) 

Don't  know 

boWhat  other  areas  would  you  suggest  for  a park? 


8„  Do  you  or  other  members  of  your  household  participate  in  any  of  the  county 
and  town  programs  or  use  the  facilities?  How  frequently? 

If  yes,  which  ones?  If  no,  why  not? 


9<,a,Do  you  feel  that  the  town  and  county  recreation  program  is  sufficient, 
too  much,  or  not  enough? 


bo  If  not  enough,  what  other  facilities  and  programs  would  you  or  your 
household  be  interested  in? 


Coif  not  enough,  would  you  be  willing  to  pay  more  taxes  to  support  more 
recreation  programs  and  facilities? 

Yes  No 

10 «ao Where  do  you  live  (nearest  intersection)? 

Township? 

Within  city  limits  of  Edenton?  
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b.How  far  do  you  live  from  the  Armory? 


a)  0-2  miles 

b)  2-5  miles 

c)  5-10  miles 

d)  over  10  miles 

IK  What  is  your  age? 


a)  18  - 22 

b)  23  - 30 

c)  30  - 45 

d)  45  - 65 

e)  over  65 

What  is  your  sex? 

race? 

Thank  you  for  your  help. 
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SAMPLE  SCHOOL  RECREATION  SURVEY 


io  What  are  your  favorite  recreation  activities  (indoor  and  outdoor)? 


2o  Of  the  following  facilities  or  activities,  which  would  you  use  the  most? 
Pick  three.  Number  1 would  be  the  most  frequently  used. 


Ping  Pong  Tables 

Basketball 

Billiard  Tables 

Volleybal 1 

Foozball  Tables 

, Handball 

Shuffleboard 

Dodgebal 1 

___Bowling  Kickball 

Sewing  Classes 
Ceramic  Classes 
A,rt  Classes 
Square  Dancing 

^Popular  (rock)  Dancing 

Other  (please  specify) 

3o  if  any  of  the  above  were  offered  within,  ten  miles  of  your  house,  how  often 
would  you  use  them?  (circle  one) 


a)  Once  a week  or  mere 

b)  1-3  times  a month 

c)  Once  every  few  months 

d)  Once  a year 

e)  Never 

f)  Don’t  know 

4„  If  the  town  or  county  were  to  develop  more  outdoor  recreation  activities 
and  facilities,  which  three  would  you  be  most  interested  in?  (Number  1 


is  top  priority) 

Fishing  areas 

Handbal 1 courts 

Boat  access  areas 

Driving  range 

Swimming  beach 

Miniature  Golf  course 

Swimming  pool 

Shuffleboard  court 

Baseball/softball  field  Horseshoes 


' Tennis  courts 

Croquet  courts 

Basketball  courts 

Skateboarding  course 

Football  field 

Picnic  areas 

Soccer  field 

Other  (specify) 
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5,  If  these  activities  or  facilities  were  within  ten  miles  of  your  house, 
how  often  would  you  use  them?  (circle  one) 


a) 

Once  a week  or  more 

b) 

1-3  times  a month 

c) 

Once  every  few  months 

d) 

Once  a year 

e) 

Never 

f) 

Don ' t know 

6o  Which  do  you  think  you  would  use  the  most?  (circle  one) 

a)  Park  area  with  swimming,  boating,  picnicking,  etc.,  or 

b)  Recreation  Center  with  basketball,  volleyball,  table  games,  etc 

7.80  If  the  town  and  county  were  to  develop  a large  park  at  the  airport  on 
the  Sound,  how  often  would  your  family  use  it?  (circle  one) 

1)  Once  a week  or  more  2)  1-3  times  a month 

4 

3)  Once  every  few  months  4)  Once  a year 

5)  Never  6)  Don't  know 

boWhat  other  areas  would  you  suggest  for  a park?  _ 


8.  Do  you  participate  in  any  of  the  county  and  town  programs  or  use  their 
facilities? 

Yes  No  “ If  yes,  which  ones?  ______________ 


If.  no,  why  not?  • j 


D^aoWhere  do  you  live?  (nearest  intersection) 

T own  sh  i p ? 

Within  city  limits  of  Edenton?  


b.How  far  do  you  live  from  the  Armory?  (circle  one) 


1)  0-2  miles 

3)  5-10  miles 


2)  2 - 5 miles 

4)  Over  10  miles 


10.  What  is  your  age? 


Sex? 


Race? 
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Thank  you  for  your  help 

The  Edenton- Chowan  County  Recreation 
Commission 


STUDENTS 


School 

Enrolled 

Responded 

% 

Chowan 

(7-12) 

370 

347 

93.8 

Walker 

(7-8) 

304 

284 

93o4 

Holmes 

(9-12) 

684 

618 

90.4 

I'OTAL 

1,358 

1,249 

92.0 

Sex 

Number 

0, 

'O 

Mai  e 

612 

49 

Female 

589 

47 

No  Answer 

48 

4 

Race 

Number 

^ '' 

'0 

White 

575 

46.1 

Black 

606 

48.5 

No  Answer 

67 

5o4 

Age 

Number 

% 

11 

1 

0 

12 

95 

7,6 

13 

189 

15,1 

14 

207 

16.6 

15 

224 

17,9 

16,. 

200 

16,0 

17 

188 

15,1 

18 

81 

6.5 

19 

18 

1.4 

No  Answer 

46 

3,7 
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Adult  Sample  Number 


Sample  Selected 

270 

Completed  Survey 

153 

57 

No  Phone/Unable  to  Contact 

90 

33 

No  Answer  at  1 

Phone 

11 

4 

Refused 

6 

2 

Moved,  Out  of 

Town,  Other 

10 

4 

Reasons  for 

No 

Answer 

Response  Rate 

of 

Contacts 

85 

Sample  Characteristics 

Township 

Number 

O' 

Census  % 

First 

91 

59 

63 

Second 

25 

16.3 

17 

Third 

14 

9.2 

12 

Fourth 

17 

11.1 

8 

No  Answer 

6 

3.9 

City  Limits 

In 

77 

50.3 

46 

Out 

69 

45.1 

54 

No  Answer 

7 

4.6 

Sex 

Male 

79 

51.6 

47  (Approx,  adult  %) 

Female 

74 

48.4 

53  (Approx,  adult  %) 

Race 

IVhite 

111 

72.5 

64.2  (Approx,  adult  %) 

Black 

42 

27.5 

35.8  (Approx,  adult  %) 

Age 

18-22 

2 

1,3 

Not  Available 

23-30 

16 

10.5 

14  (Approx,  adult  %) 

30-45 

33 

21.6 

26.9  (Approx,  adult  %) 

45-65 

68 

44.4 

37.0  ” " " 

Over  65 

32 

20.9 

y g n T r ! ? 

No  Answer 

2 

1.3 

Distance  from  Armory 

0-2  Miles 

76 

49.7 

Not  Available 

2-5  Miles 

22 

14.4 

U f ? 

5-10  Miles 

14 

9.2 

n tt 

Over  10  Miles 

36 

23.5 

!!  ft 
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An  even  higher  response  rate  could  have  been  achieved  if  a method  could 

% 

have  been  found  of  contacting  those  without  a phone  number  listed  in  their 
name„  Refusals  were  not  a problem,, 

The  social  characteristics  of  the  aidults  (age,  sex,  race,  etc,.)  respond- 
ing closely  resemble  the  1970  social  characteristics  of  the  county's  population 
as  reported  in  that  census.  However,  there  were  slightly  more  white,  middle-aged 
and  in-town  residents  responding  than  in  the  overall  county  population  statistics. 
This  could  be  due  to  several  factors--population  changes  since  1970,  the  character- 
istics of  those  who  have  phones,  or  the  characteristics  of  voter  registration. 
Regardless,  the  survey  respondents  seem  to  be  a representative  cross-section 
of  the  county's  population. 

Although  a good  cross-section  of  voters  was  contacted  and  an  extremely 
high  student  response  rate  was  achieved,  the  survey  had  certain  problems--most 
of  them  problems  with  understanding  the  questionnaire.  Questions  2 and  4 asked 
the  respondents  to  rank  their  priorities  for  indoor  and  outdoor  facilities 
Many  students  merely  checked  three  choices  without  assigning  a ranking.  Due 
to-  the  difficulties  in  comparing  these  answers  with  ranked  answers,  it  was 
decided  to  count  all  choices  not  ranked  as  "No  response"  to  that  question.  As 
a result,  these  two  questions  have  a high  percentage  of  "No  response," 

Other  problems  encountered  were  that  evidently  several  students  did  not 
know  the  meaning  of  the  word  "billiards"  and  thought  that  a driving  range  was 
for  cars,  not  golf.  In  addition,  many  students  did  not  know  which  township 
they  lived  in.  However,  all  things  considered,  no  major  problems  were  encountered 
administering  the  survey  or  tabulating  the  results,  and  a good  response  rate  was 
achieved. 

The  results  have  been  analyzed  many  different  ways  through  the  use  of  a 
computer.  Overall  totals  were  examined,  and  the  difference  between  sexes,  age 
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groups,  townships,  races,  and  various  other  categories  were  considered.  The 
following  discussion  sums  up  the  most  frequently  given  responses  and  comments  on 
any  notable  differences  in  response  between  different  groups  in  the  population. 
More  detailed  information  and  the  exact  numbers  involved  can  be  obtained  by 
consulting  the  computer  printout  which  has  been  indexed. 


1,  What  are  your  favorite  recreation  activities  (indoor  and  outdoor)? 


Respondents  (%)^  Totals  (%) 


Students 


Adults 


Bail  games 

47.5 

42.7 

Combination  of  many  activities 

33.6 

30.2 

Outdoor 

8.2 

7.4 

All  other  responses 

10.7 

9.7 

No  response 

10.0 

Outdoor 

20.5 

17.6 

Ball  games 

19.7 

17.0 

Fishing 

18.9 

16.3 

All  other  responses 

40.9 

35.4 

No  response 

13.7 

This  question  was  designed  primarily  to  get  people  thinking  about  recreation. 


Since  it  was  open-ended  and  the  responses  were  so  varied,  the  answers  are  diffi- 


cult to  summarize.  Many  simply  checked  outdoor  or  indoor.  Others  listed  a great 
combination  of  activities.  Here,  as  elsewhere  through  the  results,  fishing 
was  a much  higher  priority  activity  among  adults. 


2.  Of  the  following  facilities  or  activities,  which  would  you  use  the  most? 
(Pick  three  and  set  priority) . Choices  slightly  different  between 
questionnaires.  See  sample  questionnaires. 


First  Choice 
Students  Basketball 
Bowling 
Foozball 

All  other  responses 
No  response 


-j 

Respondents  (%) 


Totals  (%) 


36.3 

14.6 

11.2 

37.9 


27.8 

11.1 

8.6 

29.0 

23.5 


^The  percentages  in  the  respondents  column  disregards  the  "No  responses"  and 
presents  the  relative  percentages  among  those  who  answered  the  question. 


First  Choice  (Continued)  Respondents  (%)  Totals  (%) 


Adults  Bowling 

28.0 

24,2 

Ping  Pong 

12.9 

11,1 

Basketball/sewing  classes 

9.8 

8,4 

All  other  responses 

49.3 

42,6 

No  response 

13,7 

Second  Choice 

Students  Volleyball 

17.4 

13,2 

Ping  Pong 

15,2 

11,5 

Basketball 

13.1 

10,0 

All  other  responses 

54,3 

41,4 

No  response 

23,9 

Adults  Bowling 

13,3 

11,1 

Billiards/sewing  classes 

12,5 

10,4 

Basketball 

10,9 

9,2 

All  other  responses 

63.3 

53,0 

No  response 

16,3 

Third  Choice 

Students  Ping  Pong 

13,0 

11,6 

Volleyball 

12,6 

11,2 

Bowling 

12,4 

11,0 

All  other  responses 

62,0 

55,5 

No  response 

10,7 

Adults  Bowling 

18,8 

15,7 

Ping  Pong 

14.8 

12,4 

Basketbal 1 

10,9 

9,2 

All  other  responses 

55,5 

46,4 

No  response 

16,3 

STUDENTS 


Among  the  students,  basketball  was  definitely  the  most  popular  activity 
of  the  listed  indoor  activities « This  was  consistent  across  age  groups,  between 
schools  and  also  between  sexes.  However,  basketball  was  more  popular  with  the 
male  students  than  with  the  female  students.  By  a narrow  margin,  bowling  was 
the  top  choice  of  the  white  students  responding;  but  since  basketball  was  the 
first  choice  of  over  half  of  the  black  students  responding,  it  easily  was  the 
overall  choice.  Among  the  student  age  groups,  interest  in  bowling  increased 
with  age. 

Other  activities  were  also  frequent  student  choices.  Ping  pong,  volleyball. 
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and  foozball  were  common  second  and  third  choices  and  were  the  first  choices 
of  many.  Billiards  was  also  frequently  mentioned  and  if  the  questionnaire  had 
used  the  word  "pool”  instead,  perhaps  more  would  have  chosen  it  since  pool  was 
written  in  as  an  additional  preferred  activity.  Popular  dancing  was  frequently 
selected  as  a favored  activity  by  the  girls  and  by  the  older  students  generally 
ADULTS 


As  shown  in  the  figures,  the  results  were  different  for  the  adults  inter- 

ft 

viewed.  Bowling  was  the  most  common  activity  selected  as  a first,  second,  and 
third  choice.  Since  the  activity  could  be  chosen  only  once,  over  60%  of  the 
adults  responding  chose  it  as  a favored  activity,  making  it  an  overwhelming 
selection.  This  was  consistent  across  age  groups,  between  townships,  races,  and 
sexes.  Among  the  men,  billiards,  ping  pong,  and  basketball  were  also  often 
selected.  Women  shared  the  preference  for  bowling,  but  other  selections  were 
more  often  classes,  particularly  sewing  and  exercise  classes. 


a 


3. 


If  any  of  the  above  were  offered  within  ten  miles  of  your  house,  how 
often  would  you  use  them?  ® 


Students  Adults 

Respondents  (%)  Totals  (%)  Respondents  (%)  Totals  (%) 


a)  Once  a week  or  more 

64.4 

63.5 

50.7 

49.7 

b)  1-3  times  a month 

11.4 

11.2 

21.3 

20.9 

cj  Once  every  few  months 

2.8 

2.7 

8.7 

8.5 

d)  Once  a year 

0.7 

0.7 

0 

0 

e)  Never 

0.6 

0.6 

13.3 

13.1 

f ) Don  * t know 

20.1 

19.8 

6.0 

5.9 

No  response 

1.4 

2.0 

Obviously,  knowing  the  preference  for  indoor  activities  is  only  partial 
information;  what  is  also  needed  is  an  idea  about  how  often  such  facilities  and 
activities  would  be  used.  Close  to  two-thirds  of  the  students  said  they  would 
use  the  facilities  or  participate  once  a week  or  more.  This  two-thirds  percentage 
did  not  vary  significantly  by  schools,  ages,  race,  or  sex. 
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In  addition,  to  determine  what  activities  would  be  favored  by  those  who 
would  use  them  most,  the  preferences  of  those  who  indicated  a high  amount  of 
use  were  identified.  This  did  not  vary  from  what  alj  the  responding  students 
had  chosen.  Basketball  and  bowling  were  the  favored  activities  by  those  who 
said  they  would  use  the  facilities  once  a week  or  more.  Ping  pong,  volleyball, 
and  football  were  also  frequently  chosen. 

ADULTS 


The  figures  of  estimated  participation  by  adults  were  lower  than  the 
students,  but  still  quite  high.  Of  those  answering,  over  half  indicated  they 
would  use  the  facilities  once  a week  or  more,  and  over  70%  thought  they  would 
participate  at  least  once  a month.  The  estimated  use  decreased  greatly  with  age. 
Among  those  aged  23-30,  over  80%  of  the  ones  responding  thought  that  they  would 
use  the  activities  selected  once  a week  or  more;  conversely,  40%  of  those 
responding  over  age  65  thought  that  they  would  never  participate.  Slightly 
higher  rates  of  participation  were  estimated  by  women  and  those  in  the  First 
and  Fourth  townships, 

4,  If  the  town  or  county  were  to  develop  more  outdoor  recreation  activities 
and  facilities,  which  three  would  you  be  most  interested  in? 

(Nisnber  1 is  top  priority)  , Choices  slightly  different  between 
questionnaires . 


Respondents  (%) 

Totals  (%) 

First  choice 

Students 

Swimming  pool 

22,7 

18,2 

Basketbal 1 

16.3 

13.1 

Swimming  beach 

10,6 

8,6 

All  other  responses 

50,4 

40,6 

No  response 

19,5 

Adults 

Fishing 

23,0 

20,9 

Playgrounds 

14,4 

13,1 

Picnic  areas 

10,8 

9,8 

All  other  responses 

51,8 

47,0 

No  response 

9,2 
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Respondents  (%) 


Totals  (%) 


Second  choice 

Students  Basketball 

13.2 

10.2 

Swimming  pool 

11.5 

9.0 

Football 

9.9 

7.7 

All  other  responses 

65.4 

51.0 

No  response 

22.1 

Adults  Fishing 

14,8 

13.1 

Picnic  areas 

9.6 

8.5 

Basketbal 1/ softball/ 

boat  access 

9.6 

8.5 

All  other  responses 

66.0 

58.4 

No  response 

11.5 

Third  choice 

Students  Swimming  pool 

10.1 

7.7 

Picnic  areas 

9.6 

7.4 

Basketbal 1 

9.0 

6.9 

All  other  responses 

71.3 

54.9 

No  response 

23.1 

Adults  Picnic  areas 

16.9 

14.3 

Playgrounds 

13.1 

11.1 

Swimming  beach 

11,5 

9,8 

All  other  responses 

58.5 

49.8 

No  response 

15.0 

This  question  elicited  preferences  on  outdoor  activities  and  facilities. 
Overall,  the  preferences  were  spread  across  a greater  variety  of  activities  than 
in  the  preferences  for  indoor  activities.  Nevertheless,  a pattern  did  develop 
that  pointed  out  interest  in  several  areas. 

STUDENTS 

The  students  clearly  expressed  an  interest  in  swimming  pools.  If  the 
choices  for  a swimming  beach  and  swimming  pool  had  been  combined,  this  interest 
in  swimming  would  be  even  more  evident.  This  interest  was  true  in  all  schools 
and  age  groups  and  between  sexes.  Between  races,  whites  showed  more  interest 
in  swimming  than  did  blacks. 

Blacks  were  once  again  quite  interested  in  basketball,  which  is  clearly 
an  indoor/ outdoor  year-round  activity.  The  various  ball  games  were  a frequent 
choice  by  all  the  students,  basketball  merely  being  the  most  popular.  Baseball, 
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football,  and  tennis  were  common  choices--although  female  students  did  not  share 
the  interest  in  football  facilities.  Skateboarding  and  miniature  golf  were  a 
frequent  choice  among  white  students.  Among  the  older  students  (16-19)  there 
was  a definite  Interest  in  picnic  areas, 

ADULTS 

The  responses  by  the  adults  were  markedly  different  from  the  students' 
choices.  Overall,  the  adults  seemed  more  interested  in  park  facilities  than  in 
activities;  that  is,  they  showed  a clear  preference  for  playgrounds,  beaches, 
fishing  and  boat  access  areas  over  sports.  As  is  evident  by  the  totals, 
fishing  was  definitely  a favored  activity.  This  was  consistent  across  sexes, 
townships,  age  groups,  and  races.  Also,  there  was  little  difference  among  the 
adult  groups  in  the  strong  preference  for  playgrounds  and  picnic  areas  (students 
were  not  asked  if  they  desired  tot  lots  and  playgrounds,  because  they  are  not 
heads  of  families).  The  adults  differed  from  the  students  in  their  preference 
for  a swimming  beach  over  a swimming  pool.  Once  again,  if  these  two  categories 
of  pool  and  beach  had  been  combined,  interest  in  swimming  facilities  would  have 
appeared  even  stronger.  Although  less  important,  there  was  interest  among  the 
adults  in  sports  act ivities--mainly  tennis  courts  and  baseball/softball  fields. 


5, 

If  these  activities 

were  within  ten 

miles  of 

your  house,  how 

often 

would  you  use  them? 

(Circle  one) 

Students 

Adult: 

Respondents  (%) 

Totals  (% 

i)  Respondents  (' 

%)  Totals 

a) 

Once  a week  or  more 

61,3 

60,1 

56,8 

54,9 

b) 

1-3  times  a week 

15,6 

15,2 

23,6 

22,9 

c) 

Once  every  few  months 

4,1 

4,0 

6,1 

5.9 

d) 

Once  a year 

1,4 

1,3 

0 

0 

e) 

Never 

0,2 

0,2 

8,1 

7,8 

f) 

Don't  know 

17,4 

17,1 

5,4 

5,2 

No  response 

1,9 

3,3 
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As  the  above  figures  indicate,  both  adults  and  students  estimated  that 
their'  use  of  the  outdoor  recreation  activities  chosen  would  be  high.  Not 
surprisingly,  the  students*  estimation  of  their  use  was  once  again  higher  than 
the  adults’.  Also,  there  was  once  again  a high  percentage  of  students  who  were 
not  sure  how  often  they  would  use  the  facilities  or  participate  in  activities, 
STUDENTS 

Although  the  variations  were  not  great,  there  were  some  differences  among 
groups  in  the  school  population.  Male  students  estimated  a higher  use  than 
female  students  did.  Estimated  participation  was  slightly  higher  at  Walker 
and  Holmes  than  at  Chowan.  In  addition,  older  students  (16-19)  thought  they 
would  use  the  facilities  or  participate  more  frequently  than  the  younger  students 
did.  Those  who  said  they  would  use  the  facilities  most  frequently  had  choices 
similar  to  all  those  students  who  responded. 

ADULTS 

There  was  also  some  vaiiation  among  adult  groups  that  responded.  Although 
there  was  little  difference  between  sexes  and  races,  residents  of  the  First  and 
Fourth  townships  estimated  their  use  somewhat  higher  than  did  those  in  the 
Second  and  Third  townships.  Once  again,  interest  decreased  greatly  with  age. 
About  30%  of  those  over  65  said  they  would  never  use  such  facilities,  although 
an  equal  number  said  they  would  use  the  facilities  once  a week  or  more.  Over 
two-thirds  of  those  45  or  younger  said  that  they  would  use  such  facilities  once 
a week  or  more. 

6.  Which  do  you  think  that  you  would  use  the  most?  (Circle  One) 

a)  Park  area  with  swimming,  boating,  picnicking,  etc.,  or 

b)  Recreation  Center  with  basketball,  volleyball,  table  games,  etc. 
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Students  Adults 

Respondents  (%)  Totals  (%)  Respondents  C%)  Totals  (%) 


Park  area  36 „1  34,8  56,7  52,3 

Recreation  Center  63,9  61,6  43,3  39,9 

No  response  3.6  7,8 

The  purpose  of  this  question  was  to  help  set  priorities  on  developing 
facilities;  that  is,  to  determine  whether  indoor  or  outdoor  facilities  were 
preferred.  As  the  results  indicate,  the  preference  differed  between  students 
and  adults. 

Among  the  students,  at  least  a 60-40  split  in  favor  of  a rec  center 
generally  prevailed  across  all  age  groups,  although  the  younger  students  (12-15) 
were  more  overwhelmingly  in  favor  of  a rec  center,  and  interest  in  a park 
increased  among  older  students.  Female  students  had  a stronger  interest  in  park 
areas  than  did  males.  Between  races,  white  students  showed  a stronger  interest 
than  black  students  in  park  facilities.  Regardless,  all  student  groups  showed 
a preferenee  for  a recreation  center. 

The  adult  responses  had  an  entirely  different  pattern.  Adult  males  had 
a higher  percentage  preferring  a park  than  did  females.  The  age  groups  30-45 
and  over  65  were  split  about  50-50  in  their  preferences,  while  the  other  age 
groups  clearly  showed  a preference  for  a park  area.  A park  was  preferred  in 
all  townships  and  by  those  inside  and  outside  the  city  limits. 


7,  a)  If  the  town  and  county  were  to  develop  a large  park  at  the 
airport  on  the  Sound,  how  often  would  your  family  use  it? 
(Circle  one) 

Students  Adults 


Respondents  (% 


1)  Once  a week  or  more  29.4 

2)  1-3  times  a month  18,1 

3)  Once  every  few  months  12,7 

4)  Once  a year  4,0 

5)  Never  3,1 

6)  Don't  know  32,6 

No  response 


Totals  (%) 

Respondents 

(%)  Totals 

28,5 

38,2 

37.9 

17,5 

30.3 

30,1 

12.3 

12,5 

12,4 

3,8 

0,7 

0.6 

3,0 

11,8 

11,7 

31.5 

6 , 6 

6,5 

3.2 

.6 
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Ideas  have  been  expressed  for  some  time  about  using  property  that  the  town 
owns  at  the  Municipal  Airport  for  a parko  The  tract  has  sufficient  acreage  and 
borders  the  Albemarle  Soundo  This  question  was  asked  to  determine  the  possible 
use  of  the  site.  It  is  interesting  that  although  the  results  of  the  previous 
question  showed  an  estimated  higher  use  by  students  for  an  outdoor  facility, 
here,  where  a site  was  proposed,  the  adults  estimated  their  use  higher  than  the 
students  did.  It  could  be  that  the  site  seemed  more  remote  to  students  than  it 
did  to  adults,  since  students  generally  have  less  available  transportation. 
Almost  a third  of  the  students  indicated  they  were  not  sure  how  often  they  would 
use  the  site. 

As  would  be  expected,  the  greatest  variation  in  responses  was  not  between 
adults  and  students,  age,  sex,  or  race,  but  between  various  locations  in  the 
countyo  The  students  at  Chowan  estimated  their  use  to  be  much  less  than  those 
at  Walker  and  Holmes;  and,  similarly,  adults  in  the  Second  and  Third  townships 
showed  much  less  inteiest  than  the  adults  in  the  First  and  Fourth,  Not  surpris- 
ingly, in  the  Fourth  Township  over  50%  of  the  adults  said  they  would  use  the 
site  once  a week  or  more.  Adults  in  the  Second  and  Third  townships  often 
mentioned  that  they  used  the  park  at  Arrowhead  Beach  or  other  sites  along  the 
Chowan  River  closer  to  their  homes.  Nevertheless,  50%  of  those  in  the  Second 
Township  and  43%  of  those  in  the  Third  Township  said  they  would  use  the  proposed 
park  at  least  once  a month, 

b)  What  other  areas  wquld  you  suggest  for  a park? 


1) 

Chowan  River/Arrow- 

Students 

Respondents  (%)  Totals  (%} 

Adults 
Respondents  (%) 

Totals 

2) 

head,  Holley’s  Wharf 
In  county,  north/ 

7,8 

2,1 

30.4 

4,6 

Chowan  High  School 

33,8 

9,0 

13 

2,0 

3) 

In  town  area 

39,5 

10,5 

52 

7,8 

4) 

All  other  responses 
No  response 

18,9  4,9 

73,5 

4,6 

,6 

85,0 

52 


The  high  percentage  of  no  response  indicates  that  most  people  do  not  know 
any  particular  sites  that  they  would  want  developed  as  a park.  The  students  had 
far  more  ideas  for  sites  for  a park  than  the  adults  did,  both  in  numbers  and  in 
percentage  answering  the  question.  Usually  the  responses  suggested  an  area  close 
to  the  home  of  those  answering,  Chowan  High  School  students  and  adults  in  the 
Second  and  Third  townships  suggested  sites  along  the  Chowan  River  and  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  county,  often  at  the  high  school  itself.  Edenton  residents, 
both  adults  and  students,  suggested  areas  in  town  along  the  water  and  elsewhere, 

8,  (Students)  Do  you  participate  in  any  of  the  county  and  town  programs 

or  use  their  facilities?  Yes  No.  If  yes,  which  ones?  If  no, 

why  not? 

(Adults)  Do  you  or  other  members  of  your  household  participate  in  any 
of  the  county  and  town  programs  or  use  the  facilities?  How  frequently? 

If  yes,  which  ones?  If  no,  why  not? 

Students  Adults 

Respondents  (%)  Totals  (%)  Respondents  (%)  Totals  (%) 

Yes  51,0  47,5  51,4  49.6 

No  49,0  45,6  48,6  47,1 

No  response  6,9  3.3 

. The  purpose  of  this  question  was  to  determine  to  what  extent  the  existing 
recreation  program  and  public  recreation  facilities  are  already  being  used. 

Although  the  percentages  do  not  differ  much  between  students  and  adults,  the 
question  asked  was  slightly  different.  Adults  were  asked  to  consider  not  only 
their  own  participation,  but  those  of  their  families;  thus,  there  may  be  some 
overlap  between  the  two  groups- -certain  students  and  their  parents  both  respond- 
ing yes. 

Among  the  responding  students,  the  50-50  split  on  participation  and  use 
was  remarkabiy  consistent  between  schools,  race,  age,  and  sex  and  varied  only 
a few  percentage  points  either  way.  Among  the  adults,  the  split  remained  even 
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between  sexes  and  races,  but  varied  considerably  across  age  groups „ About  80% 
of  the  young  adults  used  the  facilities  or  participated;  this  percentage  declined 
steadily  with  only  30%  of  those  over  65  indicating  that  they  used  the  facilities 
or  part icipatedo  There  also  was  some  variation  between  townships  with  the 
Fouith  Township  having  the  lowest  participation  rate» 

Quite  a few  programs  and  facilities  were  mentioned  as  being  used.  Of 
course,  common  reasons  for  not  participating  by  adults  and  students  were  dis- 
tance and  lack  of  time.  Also,  a comment  made  by  many  was  that  they  were  not 
aware  of  the  recreation  programs  and  facilities, 

9,  a)  (Asked  only  of  adults)  Do  you  feel  that  the  town  and  county 
recreation  program  is  sufficient,  too  much,  or  not  enough? 

Adults 

Responding  (%)  Totals  (%) 

1)  Not  enougii  78  64,7 

2)  Sufficient  22  18,2 

3)  Too  much  0 0 

No  I’esponse  17,1 

The  results  of  the  adults’'  assessment  of  the  recreation  program  is  clear. 

No  one  contacted  was  strongly  opposed  to  public  recreation,  and  over  three- 

quarters  thought  that  more  could  be  done.  Between  sexes,  close  to  90%  of  the 

women  and  two -thirds  of  the  men  expressed  their  interest  in  more  programs  and 

facilities.  Once  again,  the  interest  in  recreation  did  decline  with  age; 

however,  65%  of  those  over  65  thought  the  current  programs  and  facilities  were 

not  enough.  The  percentage  was  much  higher  among  the  younger  age  groups.  The 

strong  support  for  more  activities  and  facilities  was  consistent  between  races 

and  townships,  except  that  60%  of  those  contacted  in  the  Third  Township  thought 

that  the  current  programs  and  facilities  were  sufficient, 

b)  If  not  enough,  what  other  facilities  and  programs  would  you 
or  your  household  be  interested  in? 
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As  indicated,  this  question  was  asked  only  to  those  who  thought  the 
recreation  program  was  insufficient,  A great  variety  of  responses,  difficult 
to  summarize,  was  received.  Among  the  ten  most  frequently  mentioned  ideas  were 
parks  and  the.  need  for  swimming  areas.  Many  also  thought  that  every  effort 
should  be  made  to  encourage  a business  to  establish  a bowling  alley.  Activities 
for  the  young  and  the  elderly  were  mentioned.  Several  also  pointed  out  the  need 
for  better  supervision  and  maintenance  of  existing  facilities,  particularly  play-^ 
grounds , 

c)  (Asked  only  of  adults)  If  not  enough,  would  you  be  willing  to  pay 
more  taxes  to  support  more  recreation  programs  and  facilities'? 

Respondents  (%)  Totals  (%) 

1)  Yes  76,5  51,0 

2)  No  ^ 20,6  13,7 

3)  Not  sure  , 2,9  2,0 

No  response  33,3 

This  question  was  designed  to  test  the  willingness  of  those  who  called 
for  more  recreation  to  pay  for  the  expanded  program.  The  question  was  asked 
only  to  the  two- thirds  who  responded  that  they  thought  the  current  program 
was  not  enough  (question  9a) , Of  the  adults  who  were  asked  this  question  and 
responded,  three- fourths  indicated  that  they  were  willing  to  pay  more  taxes 
for  expanded  recreation  opportunities.  Even  counting  the  adults  not  asked  or 
who  did  not  respond,  a majority  of  all  the  adults  surveyed  indicated  that  they 
would  be  willing  to  pay  more  taxes  for  recreation. 

Women  were  particularly  strong  in  their  support  of  more  recreation  programs 
and  facilities;  and  here,  too,  the  interest  declined  with  increasing  age. 

Blacks  had  a higher  percentage  opposing  a tax  increase;  nevertheless,  a majority 
supported  an  increase  for  recreation.  Those  contacted  from  the  Third  Township 
were  less  inclined  to  support  a tax  increase  for  recreation.  Overall,  there 
was  little  difference  between  those  inside  and  outside  the  city  limits,  with 
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about  75%  of  those  responding  supporting  increased  recreation  spending. 


9.  a)  (Students) 

10,  a)  (Adults)  Where  do  you  live?  (nearest  intersection) 


Township : 


Within  city  limits  of  Edenton’^ 


b)  How  far  do  you  live  from  the  Armory?  (Circle  one) 


1)  0-2  miles 
3)  5-10  miles 


2)  2-5  miles 
4)  Over  10  miles 


These  questions  weie  designed  to  determine  the  differences  in  responses 
from  A/’arious  parts  of  the  county.  Unfortunately,  although  maps  were  supplied 
to  the  schools,  the  students  were  unclear  what  township  they  lived  in;  how  far 
they  were  from  the  armory;  and  even  if  they  lived  within  the  city  limits  of 
Edenton , However,  since  First  and  Fourth  township  students  primarily  attend 
Walker  and  Holmes,  and  Second  and  Third  township  students  attend  Chowan,  the 
differences  in  responses  between  schools  are  the  best  indication  of  the 
differences  in  responses  from  various  parts  of  the  county.  The  adults  contacted 
were  more  certain  about  the  location  of  their  residence;  the  location  of  those 
contacted  is  shown  in  the  first  section  of  this  report, 

10,  (Students)  What  is  your  age? Sex Race 

11,  (Adults)  What  is  your  age? 


These  questions  were  asked  to  both  adults  and  students  to  determine  if 
there  were  differences  in  preferences  between  the  various  groups, 
SOCIOECONOMIC  CHARACTERISTICS  AND  TRENDS 

The  socioeconomic  characteristics  of  any  jurisdiction  are  important  m 
determining  the  levels  and  types  of  services  that  should  be  provided  to  the 


a)  18-22 
c)  30-45 
e)  Over  65 


b)  23-30 
d)  45-65 


What  is  your  sex?  Race 
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population.  Data  on  these  characteristics  is  gathered  by  the  United  States 
Census  and  other  agencies.  Because  this  data  has  been  discussed  in  detail  in 
several  recent  local  reports^  and  because  the  census  data  is  now  over  seven 
years  old,  the  following  discussion  will  present  only  a brief  summary  of  some 
of  the  more  important  local  characteristics  and  some  of  the  more  significant 
local  socioeconomic  trends.  The  implications  of  these  characteristics  and 
trends  for  the  provision  of  recreation  will  also  be  considered. 

1)  Where  the  people  live 

Chowan  County  is  a small,  rural  county  that  had  a population  of  10,764 
in  the  1970  Census.  Of  that  total  population,  Edenton,  the  county’s  only 
town,  had  4,956  people.  The  First  Township,  which  includes  the  town  of 
Edenton  and  adjacent  areas,  had  close  to  two-thirds  of  the  county's  resi- 
dents, The  Second  and  Third  townships  include  the  area  north  of  Edenton, 
and  in  1970  had  about  30%  of  the  county's  population.  The  remaining  8% 
of  the  county’s  population  lives  east  of  Edenton  in  the  Fourth  Township. 

Chowan  County  has  for  its  entire  history  been  an  agricultural  area. 
According  to  the  census  count,  12%--or  about  1,300  people- -constituted  the 
county's  rural  farm  population.  Edenton's  population  was  considered  urban, 
making  the  remaining  42%  of  the  population  rural  non-farm  people. 

Certain  changes  were  evident  between  1960  and  1970.  The  county's  popu- 
lation as  a whole  declined  slightly  as  did  each  township's  except  the 
Fourth,  which  had  a slight  increase.  The  lural  farm  population  decreased 
considerably , and  the  rural  non-farm  population  increased.  The  Town  of 
Edenton's  population  also  increased  slightly.  Town  officials  feel  that  the 

^ Chowan  County- Edenton  Land  Use  Plan  May,  1976 
Edenton  Community  Facilities  Plan  June,  1976 
Edenton -Chowan  School  Survey  August,  1976 
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town  has  continued  to  increase  in  population.  The  data  available  to  the 
town  and  county  about  changes  since  1970  indicate  that  most  of  the  growth 
has  occurred  in  and  around  Edenton  and  in  the  large  subdivisions  in  the 
county,  Cape  Colony  and  Arrowhead, 

Thus,  according  to  census  trends  and  local  estimates,  the  urban  and 
rural  non-farm  population  is  increasing,  A related  development  is  that  the 
amount  of  area  in  higher  density  settlements  is  increasing, 

2)  Who  the  people  are 

The  characteristics  of  the  town's  and  county's  population  are  similar 
to  the  population  characteristics  of  other  rural  areas  of  the  country;  thus, 
the  population  is  somewhat  older  and  poorer  than  national  averages.  The 
shift  toward  an  older  population  has  occurred  for  several  reasons.  Out- 
migration of  young  adults  to  job  opportunities  outside  the  county  has  been 
occurring  for  some  time.  In  addition,  retired  people  have  chosen  to  live 
in  Edenton  and  Chowan  County,  moving  in  from  outside  areas.  An  additional 
reason  is  the  national  trend  toward  lower  birth  rates.  The  outmigration 
of  adults  of  childbearing  age  and  the  lower  birth  rates  have  resulted  in  a 
declining  school  population. 

The  populations  of  Chowan  County  and  Edenton  are  somewhat  poorer  than 
the  state  population  as  a whole;  however,  the  local  per  capita  income 
figure  has  grown  closer  to  the  state  figure  since  the  early  1960's,  This 
can  be  attributed  partly  to  the  change  in  occupations  held  by  Chowan  County 
residents.  Since  1960  the  number  of  professionai  workers,  clerical  workeis, 
craftsmen,  and  managers  has  increased,  while  the  number  of  farm  laborers 
and  private  household  workers  has  decreased, 

Chowan  County  and  Edenton  each  have  a non-white  population  of  approxi- 
mately 40%,  Female  residents  constitute  51%  of  the  population. 
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3)  Conclusions 


Determining  the  implications  for  recreation  of  the  socioeconomic 
characteristics  and  trends  discussed  above  relies  partly  on  conjecture; 
however,  data  from  communities  similar  to  Chowan  County  and  Edenton  tend 
to  verify  the  following  statements: 

a)  Continued  small  parcel  land  development  will  increase  the  demand 
for  public  recreation  areas. 

b)  Continued  increases  in  the  urban  and  rural  non- farm  population 
will  increase  the  demand  for  and  participation  in  publicly 
provided  recreation  as  a function  of  more  leisure  time,  higher 
income  and  changing  tastes, 

c)  Changes  in  the  age  profile  of  the  population  will  increase  the 
proportion  of  adults  relative  to  youth;  thus,  adult  programs  will 
increase  in  importance. 
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RECOfflEMDATIOMS 

Based  upon  the  survey  results,  other  information  gathered  from  this  report, 
input  from  the  public  meetings  held,  and  observations  of  the  recreation  program, 
the  Edenton-Chowan  Recreation  Committee  has  prepared  a set  of  recommendations  for 
the  town  and  county  progrdm„  The  recommendations  have  been  divided  into  proposals 
for  facilities  and  proposals  for  program  operation„  The  committee  recognizes 
that  there  are  financial  constraints,  so  funding  sources  and  costs  have  been 
consideredo  ‘The  coffimittee  also  recognizes  that  many  of  these  recommendations 
v^ill  take  time  t.o  implement;  however,  the  committee  did  prepare  the  list  as 
objectives  that  they  will  work  to  accomplish., 

FAC I L IT lES  RECOMMENDATIONS 

1)  Utilize  available  Federal  funding  programs  in  dei^eloping  recreation 
facilities „ 

2)  Develop  a multiple  purpose  indoor  recreation  facility^ 

3)  Provide  swimming  facilities„ 

4)  Upgrade  neighborhood  parks,  tennis  courts,  and  balifieldSo 

5)  Develop  new  neighborhood  parks,  ballfields,  and  athletic  facilitieSo 

6)  Develop  a regional  park  with  fishing,  water  access,  and  picnic 
facil itleSo 

DISCUSSION 

1)  Utilize  available  Federal  funding  programs  in  developing  recreation 
facil itieSo 
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Agency 


Program 


Aid 


Department  of  the  Interior^  Land  and  Water  Con-  50-50  grant 
Bureau  of  Outdoor  Recreation  servation  Funds 

This  program  provides  financial  assistance  to  the  states  and 
their  political  subdivisions  for  outdoor  recreation  plans  and  acquisi- 
tion and  development  of  outdoor  recreation  areas  and  facilities  of  the 
general  public  to  meet  current  and  future  needs . The  grants  provide 
up  to  50  percent  of  the  project  cost.  Project  proposals  are  submitted 
to  the  Bureau  through  the  State  Liaison  Officer  designated  by  the 
Governor, 

Department  of  Agriculture  Resource  Conserva-  50-50 

Soil  Conservation  Service  tion  and  Development 

'Technical  and  financial  assistance  is  available  only  for  project 

areas  authorized  for  assistance  (Chowan  County  and  Edenton  are  in  such 

an  authorized  area).  Financial  assistance  may  be  available  for  up  to 

50  percent  of  the  cost  of  land  rights  acquisition  for  public  water- 

based  recreation  and  fish  and  wildlife  developments. 

Department  of  Housing  and  Commanity  Develop-  100% 

Development,  Community  ment  Block  Grant 

Planning  and  Development 

Developing  recreation  facilities  is  a permitted  activity  under  this 
program,  provided  it  is  part  of  the  overall  community  development  pro- 
gram, However,  such  facilities  must  benefit  a certain  target  popula- 
tion, Communities  are  generally  restricted  from  constructing  facilities 
that  serve  a community- wide  function. 

Department  of  Commerce  Public  Works  80-20 

Economic  Development  Impact  Project 

Administration 

The  objective  of  this  program  is  to  provide  immediate  useful  work 
constructing  public  facilities  to  the  unemployed  and  underemployed  rn 
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project  areas.  In  certain  cases,  this  program  can  be  used  to 
construct  recreation  facilities. 

Department  of  Treasury  Revenue  Sharing  100% 

. The  town  and  county  automatically  receive  these  funds  that  can  be 
disbursed  to  a variety  of  activities.  Recreation  is  an  allowed 
activity  for  these  funds, 

2)  Develop  a multiple  purpose  indoor  recreation  facility, 
a)  Alternatives 

The  two  basic  alternatives  available  are  construction  of  a new 
facility  or  acquisition  of  the  National  Guard  Armory,  which  is 
currently  being  used  as  a recreation  center. 

Acquisition  of  the  National  Guard  Armory  seems  to  be  a logical 
choice,  since  the  building  has  already  served  as  a recreation  center. 
However,  before  the  building  could  be  used  on  a long-term  basis  as  a 
recreation  cerrtei\,  certain  changes  in  the  building *s  shower  and  locker 
facilities,  heating  system,  and  floor  plan  would  be  necessary , In 
addition,  the  building  has  certain  structural  deficiencies,  particularly 
in  its  roof,  that  need  to  be  corrected.  The  cost  of  making  these 
improvements  would  have  to  be  weighed  against  the  cost  of  constructing 
a new  facility, 

bj  Estimated  cost  of  objective 

Detailed  cost  estimates  of  the  alternatives  are  not  available  at 
this  time.  Currently,  funds  are  being  sought  for  a feasibility  study 
on  a recreation  center, 

3)  Provide  swiiriming  facilities, 
a)  Alternatives 

The  need  fox  public  swimming  facilities  has  been  stressed  repeatedly. 
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The  alternatives  identified  by  the  committee  are:  development  of  a 
swimming  beach  as  part  of  a regional  park;  development  of  one  or 
several  small  svy^imming  beaches;  or  construction  of  a swimming  pool, 

.As  has  been  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  report,  the  town  has  con- 
sidered developing  a regional  park  with  swimming  facilities  on  land 
owned  at  the  Municipal  Airport,  bordering  the  Albemarle  Sound;  however, 
due  to  the  soil  types,  drainage,  and  beach  erosion,  extensive  and 
expensive  site  preparation  would  probably  be  necessary.  Another  dis- 
advantage is  the  distance  to  the  site  from  the  majority  of  the  popula- 
tion. The  distance  would  not  be  prohibitive  for  adults,  but  might  be 
for  youth  unless  arrangements  for  transportation  were  made.  However, 
an  obvious  advantage  would  be  that  developing  a siirimming  beach  and  a 
regional  park  at  the  site  would  meet  two  of  the  objectives  set  by  the 
committ.ee. 

Another  alternative  that  was  suggested  for  swimming  facilities  was 
the  development  of  a small  swimming  beach  at  a site  other  than  at  the 
Municipal  Ai'rport . One  of  the  most  well-prepared  suggestions  made  to 
the  committee  was  a proposal  for  a swimming  area  near  the  Municipal 
Building  and  existing  waterfront  park.  The  shoreline  here  has  a small 
cove  that  could  be  blocked  off  on  its  open  side  from  storms  and  for 
better  supervision.  The  suggestion  included  plans  for  a wading  area 
and  swimming  lanes.  This  beach  would  have  the  advantages  of  being 
closer  to  the  majority  of  the  population  in  the  county.  An  obvious 
disadvantage  to  this  and  suggestions  for  beaches  at  other  sites  is  the 
problem  of  land  acquisition, 

A third  alTeinative  that  has  been  suggested  is  the  construction  of 
a swimming  pool.  A swimming  pool  has  the  advantage  of  being  moie 
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flexible  in  its  location  than  beaches » Swimming  competition  and 
lessons  are  more  easily  operated  in  a pool.  Because  access  is  more 
easily  controlled  and  closer  superr'-ision  is  possible,  pools  are 
generally  safer  than  beaches.  For  the  same  reasons,  admission  is 
more  easily  charged,  and  revenues  can  be  derived  to  offset  expenses. 

The  di sadvantages  of  a pool  are  than  it  is  less  likely  to  be  a 
multiple  use  facility  with  associated  picnic  tables,  natural  areas, 
etc.  Although  comparable  maintenance  costs  for  a beach  are  not 
available,  the  cost  of  maintenance  is  probably  higher  for  a pool, 
b)  Costs 

Cost  estimates  are  not  available  for  the  construction  and  operation 
of  a swirming  beach.  Cost  estimates  for  a swimming  pool  are  available 
from  a nearby  comnunity  that  recently  constructed  a swimming  pool  and 
has  operated  a swirming  program. 


Estimated  Swunming  Pool  Cost  and  Revenue^ 


Cost 


Construct  lori- 
es X 23  meter  pool 

Diving  tank  40”  x 40”  and  Baby  Pool  20 *x  20* 
Bath  house 


$125,000 
45,000 
20  to  90,000 


Operation 


Expenses  in  season  (90  days) 
Supplies 
Util ities 
Salaries 


2,800 

1,100 

6,000 


Expenses  out  of  season 
Grounds  and  pool 


1,000 


Revenue 


90  days  x 150  persons  per  day  x $.50  @ person 


6,  750 


^ Ba.sed  on  1975  figures  obtained  from  Greenville  Recreation  Department 


64 


SWIMMING  POOL  SITE  PLAN 
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4)  Upgrade  existing  neighborhood  parks,  tennis  courts,  and  ballfields. 
Although  there  is  concern  for  new  recreation  facilities,  the 
committee  also  recommends  that  several  of  the  current  facilities  be 
upgiadedo  The  major  needs  that  ha\*'e  been  identified  are;  replacing 
the  deteriorated  playground  equipment;  re-surfacing  the  tennis  courts; 
and  lighting  the  ballfield  at  Chowan  High  School. 

The  playground  equipment  in  several  of  the  town  parks  is  deterior- 
ating and  has  been  subject  to  some  vandalism  and  abuse.  The  recreation 
department  proposes  that  the  more  innovatively  designed  multiple 
purpose  recreational  modules,  similar  to  the  one  at  the  waterfront 
park,  be  purchased  to  replace  the  more  traditional  swing  sets,  see-saws, 
and  jungle  gyms.  These  new  apparatus  offer  more  variety  to  the 
children,  cost  less  to  maintain  and,  as  an  added  benefit,  look  better. 

Re-surfacing  the  tennis  courts  has  become  a prime  concern  of  the 
tennis  players  in  the  town,  whose  increasing  numbers  have  accelerated 
the  wear  on  the  surface.  The  ability  to  play  ball  at  night  at  Chowan 
High  School  would  greatly  increase  the  value  of  the  facility  to  the 
residents  in  that  area  of  the  county,  particularly  since  there  are  many 
farm  families  in  that  area,  whose  leisure  time  during  daylight  is 
limited. 


Costs 


The  costs  for  the  above  projects  have  not  been  esrimated 


precisely,  but  preliminary  rough  estimates  have  been  made. 


Proj  ect 


Cost 


Recreation  modules 
Re-surfacing  tennis  courts 
Lighting  Chowan  baseball  field 


$250  - $500  @ module 
20  - 25,000  @ court 
15,000 
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Develop  new  neighborhood  parks  where  needed,  ballfields,  and  athletic 
faci  Hties 

There  is  no  need  for  new  neighborhood  parks  in  Edenton;  however,  the 
committee  recoiranends  that  all  new  large  subdivisions  and  housing  develop- 
ments in  the  town  and  county  be  encouraged  to  set  aside  open  space  and 
recreation  areas  for  the  residents.  The  Edenton  Subdivision  Regulations 
require  the  dedication  of  open  space,  and  Chowan  County's  recomirtend 
this  dedication. 

Currently,  the  baseball  and  softball  programs  include  midget, 
hr  trie  League,  and  Babe  Ruth  baseball,  as  well  as  men's  and  women’s 
softball.  This  amount  of  participation  has  caused  scheduling  problems 
arid  a strain  on  the  existing  facilities.  The  recreation  department 
feels  that  an  additional  regulation  softball  and  a regulation  Little 
League  baseball  field  would  ease  the  current  strain  and  improve  program 
operations „ 

The  recieation  committee  supports  the  Edenton- Chowan  School's 
proposal  for  expanded  athletic  facilities,  since  the  facilities  would 
be  available  for  use  by  the  general  public,  in  addition  to  better- 
serving  school-age  residents.  The  major  components  of  the  proposal 
are  a track,  baseball  field,  football  field,  and  field  house  (see 
attached  sketch) . 

The  recreation  committee  also  recommends  the  development  of 
smaller  scale  recreation  facilities  to  increase  the  variety  of  pro- 
grams offered  and  the  number  of  people  served.  The  survey  results 
will  be  used  as  a guide;  but,  in  addition,  the  committee  recommends 
developing  facilities  that  are  not  familiar  to  local  residents  that, 
nevertheless,  might  become  popular  if  offered.  As  an  example,  tennis 


ATHLETIC  FACILITY  SITE  PLAN 


OAKUM  STREET 


BROAD  STREET 


;ON  STREET 


probably  would  not  have  ranked  high  as  a favored  activity  before  the 
current  facilities  were  developed.  Handball,  paddleball,  and  gymnastics 
facilities  could  be  developed  for  low  cost  and,  after  initial  exposure, 
might  have  considerable  use,, 

Costs 

The  dedication  of  public  open  space  in  large  developments  would 
not  involve  any  public  expense.  The  cost  of  new  basebali/football 
fields  would  vary  according  to  the  land  acquisition  costs  of  the  site 
selected.  The  construction  of  the  school's  athletic  complex  was 
estimated  to  be  1.28  million.  The  costs  of  handball,  paddleball, 
and  gymnastics  equipment  would  vary  considerably,  depending  on 
materials  and  construction  methods.  Certain  of  these  facilities 
could  be  constructed  locally  at  minimal  cost. 

6)  Develop  a regional  park  with  fishing,  water  access,  and  picnic 
facilities , 

Judging  by  the  survey  results,  there  is  considerable  interest 
in  a large,  weil^landscaped  park  with  fishing,  water  access,  and 
picnic  facilities.  The  extensive  shorelines  of  the  county  and  town 
offer  many  excellent  sites.  The  popularity  of  the  Cape  Colony  and 
Arrowhead  areas  and  town’s  recently  completed  waterfront  park 
point  out  the  interest  in  such  facilities. 

Costs 

The  costs  of  such  a project  could  vary  considerably  depending 
on  the  site  chosen  and  the  amount  of  facilities  developed.  An  obvious 
choice  is  the  town’s  fifty-acre  site  on  the  Albemarle  Sound;  but,  as 
mentioned  elsewhere,  extensive  site  preparation  would  be  necessary  on 
that  parcel , 
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PROGRAM  AND  POLICY  RECOMMENDATIONS 

1)  Continue  town  and  county  cooperation  in  provision  o£  recreation. 

2)  Continue  cooperation  with  the  E dent on -Chowan  School  System. 

i)  Coordinate  activities  with  and  assist  other  organizations  providing 
recreation. 

4)  Utilize  civic  groups  and  individuals  to  assist  with  recreation  projects 
and  facilities. 

5)  Encourage  private  enterprise  investment  in  recreation  businesses. 

6)  improve  publicity,  program  appeal,  and  efficiency. 

■')  Offer  special  events  for  those  interested  in  occasional  participation. 

B'l  Develop  and  offer  programs  for  special  populations  such  as  young 
children,  the  elderly,  the  handicapped,  and  the  mentally  retarded. 

The  program  and  policy  recommendations  made  by  the  committee  can  be 
summarized  into  three  basic  ideas.  One  is  to  utilize  all  the  available 
communi ty  resources  in  providing  the  broadest  range  and  highest  quality 
vo<''T eat 5 on  program  possible.  Another  is  to  improve  the  operations  of  the 
P'.'ogiam,  and  the  thijd  is  to  provide  recreation  opportunities  to  all  segments 
of  the  population. 

Theie  are  many  community  resources  available  for  recreation,  including 
the  local  governments,  the  school  system,  civic  groups  and  other  orga.nizations , 
individuals,  aod  local  business  interests.  Edenton  and  Chowan  County's 
cooperative  effort  has  been  praised  by  several  people  familiar  with  recreation 
piograms  across  the  state  and  nation.  Due  to  the  small  size  of  the  tomn  and 
county,  both  in  terms  of  population  and  area,  a continued  joint  effort  would 
seem  to  be  the  most  efficient  arrangement.  The  cooperation  assures  a broader 
i^ange  of  programs  and  avoids  duplication  of  effort. 

Continued  cooperation  with  the  Edenton-Chowan  School  System  is  important 
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for  similar  reasonSo  Maximum  utilization  of  school  athletic  and  recreation 
facilities  is  the  highest  return  on  the  taxpayers'  dollar„  In  addition,  as 
pointed  out  elsewhere  in  this  report,  the  schools  are  in  excellent  locations 
to  serve  a large  proportion  of  the  town  and  county  residents„ 

Fortunately,  the  various  organizations  providing  recreation  in  Edenton  and 
Chowan  County  are  not  competitive,  as  they  are  in  some  localities.  However, 
although  they  are  not  competitive,  more  could  be  done  to  cooperate  among  the 
various  organizations.  One  of  the  most  important  needs  is  better  publicity 
for  ail.  One  suggestion  that  has  been  made  is  a cooperative  community  calendar 
that  would  appear  periodically  in  the  local  media,  listing  all  the  programs  and 
events  available.  The  two  most  important  organizations,  other  than  the 
recreation  department,  are  the  College  of  the  Albemarle  and  the  Chowan  Arts 
Council o COA  has  provided  various  craft  classes,  chess,  and  other  activities; 
Viihile  the  Arts  Council  has  organized  dance  and  art  classes,  films,  and  special 
events.  If  the  recreation  department  obtains  its  own  facilities,  it  could  make 
them  available  when  needed  to  these  other  organizations  for  their  activities. 
Cooperation  with  these  groups  will  aid  the  department  in  expanding  its  program 
beyond  athletics. 

Recreation  activities  are  ideal  projects  for  community  service-oriented 
civic  groups.  This  resource  has  been  tapped  in  the  past  and  should  continue  to 
be  in  the  future.  These  groups  can  sponsor  teams  and  activities,  aid  in  super- 
vision and  instruction,  and  assist  in  the  completion  of  facilities--particularly 
small  scale  facilities  such  as  playground  equipment.  Some  individuals  have 
particular  skills  useful  to  program  instruction  or  participation.  Efforts  should 
be  made  to  identify  and  utilize  these  individuals. 

Many  recreation  services  and  facilities  are  more  appropriate  for  businesses 
to  provide.  Nevertheless,  the  recreation  committee  and  department  can  do  much  to 
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aid  the  success  of  these  ventures  and  the  service  that  they  provide  to  the 
community.  As  an  example,  the  recreation  survey  revealed  a great  deal  of 
'interest;  in  bowIii)g„  These  results  are  being  communicated  to  business  interests, 
if  such  a facility  were  developed,  the  recreation  department  could  aid  in  the 
formation  of  leagues,  tournaments,  and  other  activities.  Interest  has  been 
expressed  in  other  recreation  businesses  such  as  skating  rinks,  campgrounds, 
and  hcrse  stables.  Any  of  these  would  increase  the  recreation  opportunities 
available, 

iii  addition  to  utilizing  community  resources,  another  major  area  of  concern 
( civ  operation  of  the  recreation  department.  Emphasis  has  been  placed  on 
’ r. ssiTig  rhe  attitudes  of  the  participants  to  determine  the  optimal  scheduling 
ati  vrason  length.  Statistics  on  participation  are  kept  to  determine  the  most 

programs.  These  efforts  should  continue.  The  committee  also  recommended 
:nc'ca.sed  efforts  to  publicize  the  programs,  since  the  survey  revealed  a great 
ma'ny  were  not  aware  of  the  offerings. 

The  committee  also  recommends  that  the  de'partment  attempt  to  serve  as 
broad  a range  of  the  public  as  possible.  One  way  of  achieving  this  is  by  having 
a broader  variety  of  programs,  including  activities  that  had  not  been  previously 
offered.  In  addition  to  providing  new  sports,  the  department  should  offer  more 
non- sports  programs  such  as  arts  and  crafts  and  games.  Many  people  are  not 
interested  in  making  a several -month  commitment  to  a sports  league,  but  want  to 
use  recreation  facilities  at  their  convenience  or  for  special  events.  If  the 
recreation  department  can  develop  its  own  facilities,  it  could  provide  the 
facilities  for  free  play  at  certain  times.  In  addition,  the  department  will 
continue  to  offer  special  events  for  those  interested  in  participating  on  an 
occasiorml  basis,  Ttie  recreation  committee  feels  that  an  important  priority 
is  developing  programs  for  certain  segments  of  the  population  not  currently 
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served.  These  groups  include  the  young  under  age  seven,  the  elderly,  the 
handicapped,  and  the  mentally  retarded.  The  department  will  develop  several 
pilot  projects  to  determine  the  best  means  to  accomplish  this. 

The  above  recommendations  are  divided  into  proposals  for  facilities  and 
proposals  for  program  operation;  however,  in  reality,  these  two  components 
of  recreation  are  not  easily  separated.  Facilities  set  the  constraints  for 
program  operation.  The  recreation  department  currently  shares  several  facilities 
with  other  organizations  and  institutions  and,  given  the  current  institutional 
arrangements,  the  recreation  department  feels  that  the  capacity  of  the  existing 
facilities  has  been  reached  or  even  exceeded. 
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